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THE BIBLE IN WARTIME 


Tue poster for this year’s celebration of Universal Bible Sunday was 
inspired by a letter received by a mother from her son in the Southwest 
Pacific. It reads in part: 

“T am writing you, Mom, to ask that you read with me a chapter from 
the New Testament each day. I have read through the Book of Matthew 
and will soon begin to read Mark. ... This is my plan. Beginning about the 
middle of the month, you and Pop will read the first chapter of Mark and 
I will read the first chapter way across the other side of the world. Each 
day we’ll read the next chapter and I will feel that somehow we are united, 
sort of joining invisible hands and I know that if I come back, the Church 
and the Bible will mean more to us than ever in our lives.” 


A CHAPLAIN WRITES: 


I had Bible Day in midocean. I had my assistants take the Bibles out 
on deck in places where men were. Then I got them out on deck, and 
addressed hundreds of them at one time on the importance of the Bible. 
They lined up by the hundreds to get theirs. From then on to the end of the 
voyage it was the usual thing to'see men sitting around all over the ship 
reading their Bibles. Request 800 for my next voyage. May I have them 


’ Secretary Received with Regret 


soon? (See page 6) 


For German Prisoners of War 


Regulations Announced by National Lutheran Council 


for Sending Books and Music 


As a part of the work among war 
prisoners of all nationalities in 
various parts of the world, it is an- 
nounced that donations are now ac- 
ceptable of books and music, either 
used or new, for German prisoners 
of war in camps in the United States. 

They dare not be sent direct, but 
must be routed through the War 
Prisoners’ Aid office in New York. 
Censorship regulations are very 
rigid and all rules must be followe 
to the letter. Books in the German 
language are in the greatest demand, 
and for them there is no adequate 
source of supply. 

As of November 1943 the following 
classifications are most needed by 
those concerned: 


1. Textbooks: (high school and 
university levels), languages, 
literature, natural sciences, 
mathematics, geography, his- 
tory (antedating 1930), art, 
commercial studies, philos- 
ophy and medicine. Books on 
politics are excluded, as are 
all books making reference in 
any way to Fascism, Nazism, 
ete. 

2. Classics: Goethe, Schiller, etc. 

3. Music: Choral music with 
German text for male chorus | 
or choir; Beethoven, Bach, 
Schubert, etc., for solo instru- 


ments; chamber music,, or- 
chestra or voice; also light 
German music, Strauss, 
Lehar, etc. 

4,Phonograph Records: Bach, 
Beethoven, etc., operas, and 
any German music and songs. 


Content of all material donated 
should be of high quality. All items 
must be in good physical condition. 
Phonograph records should be 
packed separately and carefully to 
avoid breakage. Books with broken 
bindings and loose and torn pages 
cannot be used. Inscribed fly-leaves 
must be removed. All ink or pencil 
markings in the text or elsewhere 
must be eliminated. 

Each package should be addressed 
exactly as follows: 


Lutheran Commission for Prisoners 
of War, c/o War Prisoners’ Aid of the 
Y. M. C. A., 33 East 47th Street, New 
York 17, N. Y. 


All books will be stamped for 
identification with the name of the 
Lutheran Commission before distri- 
bution to the prison camps. 

Give only the type of books you 
would like to receive. 

Raupu H. Lone, 
Executive Director, 
National Lutheran Council. 


Dr. Wade Retires 


Resignation of Executive 


By P. S. BARINGER for the Board of 
Deaconess Work 


THE resignation of William A. 
Wade, D.D., as executive secretary 
of the Board of Deaconess Work of 
the United Lutheran Church and as 
pastor of the Baltimore Motherhouse 
and superintendent of the Training 
School, to become effective January 
1, 1944, was reluctantly taken up for 
action by the members of the Board» 
assembled in its semi-annual session 


in Philadelphia, October 21. Unan-. 


William A. Wade, D.D. 


imously the members present in- 
sisted.on Dr. Wade reconsidering his 
resignation. 

Dr. Wade explained that his res-- 
ignation was not tendered precip- 
itously, but grew out of a planned 
program of service,.as expressed in 
his own words, “For many years it 
has been my expressed purpose to 
step aside for a younger person in 
whatever work I might be doing 
when that time should come, and I 
am now planning to carry out that 
resolve.” 

After due deliberation, the Board 
deferred to Dr. Wade’s wish and 
with sincere and deep regret ac- 
cepted his resignation. 

At the severance of this relation- 
ship, the Board desires to pay tribute 
to this valiant and faithful servant 
of the Lord, who for seventeen years 
has been officially connected with 
the Deaconess Work of our Church. 
Dr. Wade brought to the Deaconess 
Cause a fine, sympathetic apprecia- 
tion of its work and a truly conse- 
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THE GREAT PHYSICIAN 


Cour of Lod unio dabalion: 


IXOVE 


THE BLIND RECEIVE THEIR SIGHT, 
AND THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS 
ARE CLEANSED, AND THE DEAF HEAR, 
THE DEAD ARE RAISED UP, AND 
THE POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL 
PREACHED TO THEM. 


For the Cure of Sick Souls 


One can be‘sure that Jesus, in reply to John the Baptist about proofs 
of His Messiahship, cited real miracles. The blind, lame, lepers, deaf, and 
the revived dead, were real people whose infirmities had yielded to thé 
healing words of the Messiah. Jesus was so definitely the Great Physician 
that people with fleshly ailments came to Him or were carried into His 
presence and were enabled to depart cured. Even leprosy was so healed 
as to pass physical tests. 

It was a period in the experience of humanity when the powers of 
God were manifested to men, and the Son’s divine-human natures were 
made evident. The objectives of His ministry of healing were the lessen- 
ing of human fears and the empowering of persons who would resist evil 
and spread spiritual resources in a sin-weakened world. 

The cures effected by the commands of Jesus were complete. Those 
who were healed left His presence rejoicing and spread the news of His 
ministry through the length and breadth of their contacts with other 
needy people. But such results—to borrow a phrase frequently used in 
this century—were token payments, and temporary. 

The basic field of healing in which the Great Physician continues to 
bestow hope and vigor is spiritual. In His days of visible mighty deeds, 
He began with the external and postponed addressing His love to the 
inner natures of man. But now His ministry begins with a spiritual 
miracle: we are born again; we enter upon the processes of sanctification. 

But such a ministry to our souls has its prompt effects on our tem- 
poral selves. A valiant spirit expresses its power by courageous deeds. 
The visions of sight and hearing which our Lord bestows in the name of 
Jesus, show us the fields of service in which we are co-workers with God. 
Also we become discerners of spiritual developments; not as we shall 
see them—“face to face”—but as through a glass darkly. However, they 
are real and obscurely visible. 


THE CHURCH 


IN THE NEWS ©) - 2: hy G, Elson Kuff 


Factory chaplains 

THE new idea which is beginning 
to take hold in church life—appoint- 
ment of ministers to serve in ship- 
yards, engineering work, and other 
industrial establishments — is pro- 

Pat gressing especially 
Psat in Scotland. 
yatta) The Church of 
PR ti Scotland now has 
‘ 180 pastors in 
such service. Only 
a few are full- 
time industrial 
chaplains. The others are parish min- 
isters in whose districts the factories 
are located. 

It took considerable tact and per- 
suasion on the part of the clergy to 
win consent for this type of ministry, 
writes George Carstairs in the Chris- 
tian Century. Industrial manage- 
ment suspected the church was try- 
ing to intrude, and workers thought 
the idea was a stunt to boost produc- 
tion. Experience with the plan has 
won general approval for it. 

The chaplains hold services and 
study groups when they can, but 
their main job is to mingle with the 
men at their work and during lunch 
periods. They win the confidence and 
answer the questions of many per- 
sons who never attend churches. 


y, 


More money 


THe churches reporting to the 
United Stewardship Council, com- 
prising about two thirds of American 
Protestantism, spent $376,946,856 in 
1942. Of this amount $309,790,995 
went for congregational expenses 
and $67,155,861 for benevolence. 

In the annual report of Harry S. 
Myers, Stewardship Council secre- 
tary, the 1942 expenditures listed 
above exceed those of 1941 by 
$24,413,349. Per capita expenditures 
in 1942, which is nearly the same as 
per capita giving, were $12.94 for 
congregational expense, $2.80 for 
benevolence. 


Largest expenditures were those. 


of the Methodist Church, $93,567,050. 
Southern Baptists spent $52,247,662. 
All the Lutheran bodies spent 
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$65,048,646. Of this $20,561,600 was 
reported for United Lutherans. 

Episcopal expenditures were 
$33,406,374; Northern Baptist, 
$25,596,192; Northern Presbyterian, 
$47,442,717. 


Tourist traffic 


In about a year, 3,000 officers, 
nurses, and enlisted men of the U. S. 
Army have toured the Holy Land 
during furlough periods. The tours 
are conducted by army chaplains, 
and include the Church of the Nativ- 
ity, the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
other historic places in and near 
Jerusalem. There is a longer trip, to 
the Sea of Galilee, for men who have 
time enough for it. 


Army chaplains 


Biccest problem of the soldier, 
which the chaplain must help him 
solve, is loneliness. Dr. Russell L. 
Dicks, after visiting. twenty-six army 
and navy units, says loneliness is 
sometimes “the most vicious emotion 
you'll find.” Homesickness and bore- 
dom with routine often drive the 
men to drink and to fighting among 
themselves for no apparent reason. 

The other two problems, says Dr. 
Dicks, are fear of being afraid and a 
sense of guilt, either real or im- 
aginary. The best way to deal with 
the soldiers’ problems is not to offer 
solutions but to let the men talk out 
their troubles, and then guide them 
in reaching their own decisions. 


Correcting someone's mistake 


LUTHERAN missionaries were ac- 
cused, in March 1942, of leading Japs 
across New Guinea to aid them in 
their attack on the Allies. No proof 
of the charge was ever given, but it 
received wide publicity. 

The actual facts were recently 
given in an Associated Press story. 


The outnumbered Allied defenders . 


of Rabaul, New Guinea, were res- 
cued in three large mission schoon- 
ers. The rescue was made possible 
by the Lutheran mission in Finsch- 
hafen on the northwest coast of New 
Guinea. The mission’s schooners 


were loaned to the Australian gov- | 
ernment for this purpose when no — 
other craft were available. 

“While Lutheran missionaries © 
took no part in the jungle war itself, 
they helped the Allied cause greatly 
by caring for the natives when the © 
civilian administration was discon- © 
tinued,” according to an American © 
chaplain whose story was published - 
in the Chicago Tribune. 


Australian likes America © 


Dr. R. Witson Macaunay, mod- 
erator general of the Presbyterian 
Church of Australia, was one of the 
representatives at the round-table 
conference on world peace, held in 
Princeton, N. J., in July. 

Reporting back home on his im- 
pressions of America, he says (as — 
quoted in the Christian Century), 
“While the church services are just 
like ours, the congregations are far 
more friendly: Americans seem more 
courteous than we are. Americans 
are very well informed, about world 
events... in much closer touch with 
what is happening in the outside 
world than we.” 


Restore damages 


A DESPICABLE piece of anti-Semitic 
vandalism was committed recently in 
Melrose, Mass., consisting of damag- 
ing of headstones and monuments in 
the Jewish cemetery. 

A group of Protestant and Cath- 
olic citizens, acting through Mayor 
Carl A. Raymond and the Massa- 
chusetts Committee of Christians 
and Jews, has financed repairs. 

This action was hailed by Jewish 
leaders as showing a “fine Christian 
spirit.” It was called “a tangible 
manifestation of the living reality of 
the true spirit of Thanksgiving and 
the determination of the citizens of 
Melrose to continue to dwell to- 
gether in/ amity and unity.” 

There has been a flare-up of anti- 
Semitism in Massachusetts on sev- 
eral occasions recently. Governor 
Saltonstall has demanded “the best 
performance of duty by police 
throughout the state” to put an end 
to such demonstrations. 


The Lutheran 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


When we consider the calls made 
upon us to salvage paper and scrap 
metal, and pause at times to wonder 
whether it is worth while, it may be 
well to remember the reported rec- 
ord of one command alone in the 
British Army. During 1942 this com- 
mand has turned in enough paper to 
make 10,000 anti-aircraft shell con- 
tainers, 40,000,000 cartridge boxes, 
1,250,000 mortar-shell carriers, and 
enough scrap metal for two destroy- 
ers, 100 cruiser tanks, 4,000 (500- 
pound) bombs, 200 (3.7-inch) anti- 
aircraft guns, 500 naval mines and 
the firing of 125 broadsides from a 
battleship. Naturally there is plenty 
of scrap metal around camps, and 
spread over battle-fields, and doubt- 
less a great deal is gathered by the 
soldiers there during their “leisure” 
time. However, it is likely that much 
more is lying around loose at home. 


Homeopathic treatment (meeting 
like with like) for frost-bite is the 
recent discovery of a doctor in the 
British Emergency Medical Service. 
It was a heroic and dangerous ex- 
periment, but fortunately a success- 
ful one. To find a practical cure for 
airmen, who are so frequently se- 
verely frost-bitten in the strato- 
sphere, this physician deliberately 
froze his own fingers solid by dip- 
ping them in liquid air, and then 
thawed them out very slowly at a 
low temperature. He found that his 
fingers were in no way damaged. He 
then proceeded to devise an appa- 
ratus for defrosting frost-bitten 
limbs while keeping the rest of the 
patient’s body warm. The apparatus 
is really a refrigerator with air-tight 
apertures for arms and legs. 


Manpower shortage has no terrors 
for Bob Eli, “inspector of ventila- 
tors” (chimney-sweep), in Omaha, 
Nebr. He does his work with mon- 
keys. One of them, a very intelligent 
baboon, also named Eli, is even 
openly proclaimed a partner in the 
firm of Eli and Eli. The other two, 
journeymen monkeys of smaller 
build, clean the ventilators, chim- 
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neys, flues, cooling systems and pipes 
too small for either of the Eli’s to 
enter. They do their job well, though 
they grow temperamental at times. 
Bob Eli says Patchy and Bobo pull 
“goldbrick” tricks occasionally; but 
they have yet to object to the “little 
steel formula” or to strike for higher 
wages. 


It Is a pity that hunger for a 
swollen circulation should cause 
Collier’s Weekly to publish the 
screed of Correspondent Robert 
Bellaire, which, among other things 
of war propaganda complexion, casts 
discredit upon the sincerity of Jap- 
anese converts to Christianity. Mr. 
Bellaire’s argument, based on some 
months spent in Japan, is that they 
became Christians by military order 
to keep American money coming 
into Japan. Others who have lived 
years there for Mr. Bellaire’s months, 
think far otherwise, and, as a de- 
nomination having had long contact 
with the people of Japan, so do we. 
Let us put beside these hostile 
charges the recent comment of Col- 
umnist George E. Sokolsky on the 
return of American missionaries by 
way of the exchange ship, “Grips- 
holm”; their splendid services in the 
Far East; their part in establishing 
“the love that the simple people of 
that country (China) have for the 
United States,” and their longing to 
return. These people are intelligent 
and keen. Would they want to re- 
turn to liars and cheats? Those who 
have lived among and loved the sim- 
ple people of Japan would have 
much the same thing to say, in spite 
of the hysteria and suspicion deliber- 
ately imposed upon their peasant 
victims by military pressure. Mr. 
Sokolsky concludes with a sugges- 
tive comment: “The Asiatic is a 
warm personality who takes friend- 
ship seriously. He will always be 
missed by anyone who has ever 
known him intimately.” 


Just What immediately absorbs 
the attention of the captive people in 
occupied countries, is suggested by 


Ry Gulius 7 Seebach 


the following items: In the neigh- 
borhood of Louvain, Belgium, the 
message, “Patriots, choose your 
Rexist now, because there won’t be 
enough to go around,” is pasted 
everywhere on walls and pavements. 
In Belgium and Holland committees 
are at work drawing up “traitor 
black lists,” with the intent, how- 
ever, of regularizing the punishment 
in some legal form. The Liberty 
Council of Free Danes is trying to 
control the spirit of vengeance 
among their own people by opposing 
“spontaneous reprisals and lynch- 
ings” and urging trials of native war 
criminals by regular courts, or by a 
special Parliamentary committee. 
The Norwegian government-in-exile 
has gone further. It has appointed 
Andreas Aulie, a former public pros- 
ecutor, as chief of the Norwegian 
police forces. His duty is definitely 
to “track down traitors and other 
wrongdoers,” and to bring them to 
justice. His duty begins now. 


It’s Interesting to know that: Du 
Pont chemists have developed a 
“mold inhibiting” wrapper with 
which 85,000,000 pounds of butter 
will be protected from spoilage dur- 
ing this year by the use of propio- 
nate salts. Also 3,000,000,000 loaves 
of bread are to be protected from 
mold by adding the salts to the 
dough before baking. .. . Though the 
central power stations located in the 
U.S. A. “have an installed capacity 
of about 50,000,000 horsepower, the 
autos in service (estimated now at 
30,000,000), on a low estimate of 
fifty horsepower each, produce 
1,500,000,000 horsepower in the same 
time. ... Britain’s “dowsers” (water 
diviners) have been officially recog- 
nized by being inducted as a special 
company in the Royal Engineers 
Corps. Each recruit is furnished 
with a “dowsing stick” by the Quar- 
termaster. We thought this was a 
superstition. ... The American Den- 
tal Association has found a way to 
rid sufferers of toothache through 
exposed dentin by the use of a new 
sodium fluoride treatment. 


The A.B.C. of the Contributory 


Pension Plan 


By Executive Secretary HARRY HODGES 


At THE Louisville Convention, the 
United Lutheran Church ceased to 
be an isolationist and arrayed her- 
self with the rest of Protestantism 
and the rest of Lutheranism by 
adopting a contributory pension plan. 


The purpose of the plan is: 

To enable the Church to do what 
it has unsuccessfully tried to do for 
a quarter of a century. 

To provide justly for the entire 
group of ministers and missionaries 
both at home and abroad. 

To bring a better morale into the 
personnel of the servants of the 
Church. 

To meet the demands of justice, to 
obey the direct command of God and 
to satisfy the social conscience of the 
Church and the world. 

To release the energies of the min- 
isters and missionaries of the Church 
for spiritual ministries. 


The method of the plan is: 

The application of the highest 
Christian business principles to a 
serious problem of the Church which 
grows more critical each year. 

The recognition of the wisdom of 
laying aside small amounts at the 
time the energies of the servants of 
the Church are being used up. These 
will meet the obligation of the 
Church to each minister and mis- 
sionary who renders service. 

The co-operation of minister and 
missionary (paying 4 per cent of 
salary) with the Church or organiza- 
tion served (paying 4 per cent of 
salary) in making provision for age 
and disability and for widow and 
minor orphan children. 

The placing of the fund on the ex- 
pense side of the budget with the 
salary for active service where it be- 
longs. Pensions are not benevolence; 
they are justice. 

The reserving of a small amount 
of deferred salary to remove need 
and abolish the anxiety of thoughtful 
men ‘concerning their dependency 
and dependents. 

The enabling of each church to 
provide its proportionate share of 
salary as pastor emeritus which must 
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be provided later when the laborer 
can serve no longer, instead of pass- 
ing this on to the last church which 
employs him, thus helping to remove 
the “dead line in the ministry.” 


The spirit of the plan 
Is thoroughly Christian and social, 
as it makes certain provision to 


meet definite obligation, relieves the 


mind of the minister or missionary, 
releases his energy for spiritual min- 
istries, and satisfies the demands of 
conscience on the part of the Church. 

When the age of liability comes 
(and it comes to all) the minister 


can relinquish his work with dignity © 


and retire on an allowance commen- 
surate with his needs. 

Should he fail to retire at that age, 
he may with good grace be requested 
to do so, because adequate provision 
has been made for his mainteriance. 


A spiritual paradox: 

The following is quoted and 
adapted: 

“T am the man in the pew, stal- 
wart crusader of the Church, vigilant 


upholder of the time-honored tradi- — 
tions of our venerated Lutheranism, — 
For long I have sat in my pew and 


the fiber of my soul has grown ex- — 


ceedingly strong. 
“As today cleaves its way between 


the achievements of yesterday and __ 


the promises of tomorrow, I am ap- 
palled to find myself the great Spir- 
itual Paradox! Through all the pass- 
ing years I have been imbibing a 
shock-proof strength of soul from 
thundering, challenging, compelling 


‘messages of him who, in the pulpit 


and out, has been my valiant helms- 
man on the good ship Salvation. But 
now, alas, I realize the superstruc- 


ture of my life has been built ona | 


self-centered foundation; for while 
partaking freely of the life pulse of 
my pastor I have never paused to 
consider that his hair has become 
tinged with silver, his voice has 
grown husky and he has burned out 
the life fires of his being for me. 
“In this big moment I catch the 
new vision of human responsibility. 
I can no longer profit spiritually 
while my brother suffers socially. I 
now pledge myself to throw off my 
spiritual complacency by rolling up 
my sleeves, and with divine abandon 
give every. ounce of my vitality to 
help lift the potent and potential 
lever of the new pension plan, end- 
ing once and for all this age-old in- 
justice in our majestic Church.” 


The Bible in Wartime — (Continued from page 2) 


Norway loves the Bible, but since January 1, 1942, the Nazis have for- 


bidden its publication. The Norwegian Government in exile recently sent 
an order to the American Bible Society for the printing of 9,000 Bibles and 
20,000 New Testaments. The Society is printing, however, at its own ex- 
pense an additional 6,000 Bibles and 20,000 Testaments to meet what it 
knows will be the crying need of the Norwegian people when the war is 
over. The excess quantity of books will be paid for from the Society’s War 
Emergency Fund. 


Early in July the American Bible Society began the preparation of 
plates for the printing of a large edition of the Russian Bible. Because of 
the ban on Bibles in Russia for the last two decades there are practically no 
Russian Bibles available anywhere in the world. It is the conviction of the 
American Bible Society that there will be a demand after the war, if not in 
Russia itself, at least on the part of Russians living elsewhere. During the 
past three years the American Bible Society has supplied for Russian pris- 
oners of war in Germany and Finland 164 Bibles, 13,103 Testaments and 
270,000 Gospel portions. Word has recently come through that another half 
million Russian Gospels have been prepared in Sweden for supplying Rus- 
sian prisoners of war in Finland. Who knows what may be the ultimate 
effect of all this circulation, much of which has been eagerly accepted, when 
these young Russians return to help build post-war Russia? 


—Paragraphs from American Bible Society Bulletin. 


The Lutheran 


istory-making Service on Attu in Alaska 


A UNIQUE celebration of Reforma- 
tion Sunday took place at the Naval 
| Air Station on Attu, Alaska, on Oc- 
/tober 31. Chaplain Robert E. Lee, 
USNR (ULC), conducted an early 
morning Communion Service for all 
Lutheran men assigned to duty with 
the Navy on that now historic island. 
In the midst of one of the famous 
Aleutian “williwaws,” forty-nine Lu- 
theran men gathered in the early 
'-morning darkness to celebrate the 
426th anniversary of the Reforma- 
tion and to receive Holy Communion. 
Surely, history was made on that 
distant and barren island. Never be- 
fore has there been a Lutheran Com- 
munion Service on Attu Island. 
Those who received the sacrament 
came from eighteen states and 
Washington, D. C. They represented 
the United Lutheran Church, the 
American Lutheran Church, the 
Missouri Synod, the Augustana 
~ Synod, and the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America. The states rep- 
resented were Arkansas, California, 
Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, New 
York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
South Dakota, Texas, Virginia, 
Washington, Wisconsin, and Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

One of the inspiring and unique 
parts of the service was when Chap- 
lain Lee, who is a ministerial son of 
the Church of the Reformation, 
Washington, D. C., Oscar F. Black- 
welder, D.D., pastor, administered 
the communion to a member of his 
home church, Allen C. Peterson, 
Y 2/c, who had just recently re- 
ported for duty in Attu. Before en- 
tering the chaplaincy last February, 
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Communion 
Administered by 
Chaplain Robert E. Lee 
to Men in the 


Armed Forces 


Chaplain Lee was pastor of Luther 
Memorial Lutheran Church, Blacks- 
burg, Va., and Lutheran chaplain of 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

It should be an inspiration to all 
Lutherans in America to know that 
on one of the strategic battlefronts 
of the war in the Pacific men from 
all branches of Lutheranism in 
America were united in worship on 
the anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation—the Reformation 
which has made possible the kind of 
democracy for which we fight and in 
which we take just pride as Luther- 
ans and as Protestants. 


Lutheran Additions to 
Navy Chaplains Corps 


SEVENTEEN Lutheran pastors were 
included among the 180 newly com- 
missioned navy chaplains graduated 
this fall from the Chaplains’ Train- 
ing School at William and Mary Col- 
lege, Williamsburg, Va. The class 
included seven rabbis, 34 priests, and 
139 ministers of eighteen denomina- 
tions. The two months’ training 
period includes navy traditions, cus- 
toms and regulations, first aid, edu- 
cational problems, office and corres- 
pondence procedure, military drill, 
physical education, swimming, cross- 
country hikes and runs, and two 
weeks of actual duty at a training 
station, naval base, or similar activ- 
ity. 

Among the graduates were the 
following nine United Lutheran 
Church men: 


Lt. (jg) Carl H. Berhenke, First Eng- 
lish Lutheran Church, Omaha, Nebr. 


Lt. (jg) George R. Brosius, Gettys- 
burg Seminary. 

Lt. Gustav J. Chernansky, 
Trinity Church, Newark, N. J. 

Lt. (jg) George Felder, Jr., Gettys- 
burg Seminary. 

Lt. (jg) Charles F. Holland, Zion 
Church, Weatherly, Pa. 

Lt. Paul L. Roth, Northwestern Semi- 
nary, and St. John’s Church, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Lt. (jg) Robert J. Schneck, Lutheran 
Seminary at Philadelphia, Pa. 

Lt. (jg) Louis H. Valbracht, Messiah 
Church, Toledo, Ohio. 

Lt. (jg) Walter J. Vierling, St. Mark’s 
Church, Middleburg, N. Y. 

—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


Lutheran Pilot Decorated 


Outstanding Feat of Handling Bomber 
Earns Distinction 


Ist Lt. Immanuel J. Klette, son of 
the Rev. Carl O. Klette, Rockville, 
Conn., has been awarded the air 
medal with three oak leaf clusters: 
for performing a feat credited to but 
few pilots in the present war. He 
brought his four-motor bomber 
safely to its base in England without 
injury to the crew on a single motor 
and a single tire. In a raid over 
Villacoublay air field near Paris, two 
motors were knocked out by anti- 
aircraft fire. Steadily losing altitude 
on his way to safety he kept ducking 
into clouds, hiding from enemy fight- 
ers, when his third engine burst into 
flames. Klette circled the home field 
weathering the fire in the third 
motor, until it burned out, then as 
his wheels touched the ground dis- 
covered that the right tire was flat, 
punctured by an enemy bullet. With 
a firm grip on the controls, fighting 
to prevent a ground loop, he kept the 
ship upright until it halted a little 
off the runway. It was the first time 
such a feat had been accomplished 
in the European theater of opera- 
tions. The news dispatch from Eng- 
land stated “he really came home on 
a ‘wing and a prayer.’ ” 

The young flyer, having completed 
enough combat missions to make 
him eligible for retirement from 
combat duty asked permission to 
make five more flights stating: “I 
came over here to do a job. That job 
is not over yet, I want to stay on 
combat duty as long as possible.” 
During one of his subsequent flights, 
he was seriously injured and is re- 
cuperating in England, according to 
word received by his parents. 


Holy 


IMPERFECTION—the Glory of It 


By ELMER SCHULTZ GERHARD 


To speak of the glory of imperfection sounds rather paradoxical. The 
word “paradox” comes from two Greek words meaning “beyond belief.” It 
is a proposition seemingly absurd, but true in fact; and it is absurd if read 
literally; but if taken in the spirit in which it is uttered, it often contains a 
profound truth. It is really only over-emphasis. The New Testament con- 
tains one paradox after another: for example, “having nothing, and yet 


possessing all things.” 


By imperfection we usually mean something that has a defect, some- 
thing which falls short of a standard, or norm: an imperfect book, imperfect 
vision. In grammar it denotes incomplete action, continuous action, or 
wonted action; hence the action never ceases; it is never complete. But the 
glory of the imperfect would convey a far loftier idea. In this ideal sense 
it is also never finished, and the glory of it is that it never is, and never can 
be, finished. The act, the deed, always falls short of perfection, while the 
spirit of it ever lures us onward to something loftier and nobler. 


This luring of the perfect is the 
central thought, the motif, of much 
of the poetry of Robert Browning 
(1812-1899), the poet of aspiration, 
of divine discontent, and of dissatis- 
faction. No poet, in fact no writer, 
glorifies the imperfect the way he 
does. In this respect his position 
among writers, British or American, 
is unique. His poetic aims are en- 
tirely his own. He minded no au- 
thority, no precedent, nor even ex- 
isting standards. 


MASTER OF MEDITATIVE LYRICS 


Browning is no hymnist, even 
though he wrote a great many lyrics; 
but it is not known that any of them 
were ever set to music. He is one of 
the great Victorian masters of song, 
and of meditative lyrical song in par- 
ticular. He is never more inspiring 
than when he meditates on the great 
themes of the soul. His reflections on 
God and the soul and the after-life 
would indicate that he maintains 
that these are, after all, the funda- 
mental facts of history upon which 
all other truths rest. It is in his 
meditative lyrics that these beliefs 
are more fully adhered to than any- 
where else in his poetry. 

In none of Browning’s many poems 
is this idea of imperfection striving 
after perfection—but never attain- 
able—better exemplified than in 
“Andrea del Sarto.” Andrea is said 
to have been a faultless painter and 
that his pictures are superior tech- 
nically to those of his contemporaries 
+-Raphael, Michelangelo, Leonardo 
da Vinci—but their imperfect pro- 
ductions have a celestial glory, the 
glory of aspiration, which is absent 
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ROBERT BROWNING, the Poet of 
Aspiration, of Divine Discontent and 
of Dissatisfaction 


#P from his perfect productions. His 


work is said to be 


PEAR Pt faultily faultless, 
Icily regular, splendidly null, 
Dead perfection, nothing more.” 


ASPIRATION NECESSARY FOR LIFE 


His pictures show perfection of 
form without spirit, without aspira- 
tion, without which the soul may be 
said to be dead. Raphael’s superior- 
ity over Andrea lies in the aspiration 
of the former’s work. The poem gives 
a pathetic picture of energy and 
power misdirected and wasted 
through low ambition and the love 
and influence of a worthless woman. 
Conscious though Andrea still is of 
the potentialities his soul might have 
realized, he remains the ready slave 
and dupe of a worthless wife who 
despises the sacrifice of his life and 


genius. Even though his hand re- 
tains its cunning, he feels that his — 
mind has lost its power. This feeling — 
causes him to utter the most famous 
and most frequently quoted lines in 
Browning— 


“A man’s reach should exceed 
his grasp, 
Or what’s a heaven for?” 


In “Rabbi Ben Ezra” is found a — 


similar noble thought when Ben 
Ezra says: 


“What I aspired to be, 
And was not, comforts me.” 


Ben Ezra looked upon life as a con- 
tinual striving after the highest, 
“which can only be realized in so- 
called death.” He feels that death 
is but the perfecting crisis in the life 
of the soul, which is immortal. Con- 
tentment with the imperfect is 
rather of the nature of barbarism. 
Christ teaches us to catch the future 
in the instant, to see the infinite in 
the finite, to watch the growth of 
the perfect out of the imperfect. “Ye 
therefore shall be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” Delight 
in progress, in growth, in aspiration, 
in completing, may rightly be greater 
than any exultation in completeness. 
The joy cf perfecting ever recedes 
beyond the joy of perfection. Joy 
in such an instance lies in the future, 
in that which has not yet been 
found rather than in the realized 
present. There is need of a feeling 
of divine discontent in everyone, a 
consciousness that life may always 
be larger than what we have yet at- 
tained; or, as Dr. Holmes puts it so 
beautifully in his exquisite poem, 
“The Chambered Nautilus,” espe- 
cially in the last stanza: 


“Build thee more stately mansions, 
O my soul, 
As the swift seasons roll! 
Leave thy low-vaulted past! 
Let each new temple, nobler than 
the last, 
Shut thee from heaven with a dome 
more vast, 
Till thou at length art free, 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by 
life’s unresting sea.” 


PERPETUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Browning had a fixed idea regard- 
ing the glory of the imperfect, the 
divine evidence of perpetual de- 
velopment. He is willing to forgive 
the most daring criminal, but he is 


The Lutheran 


not willing to forgive the man who 
selfishly is satisfied with his attain- 
ments and position and accepts com- 

promises with life. He would con- 
sider that soul damned which ceases 
to grow. This thought is expressed 
in one of his earliest and finest lyrics, 
“Over the Sea Our Galleys Went.” 
The voyagers, weary of their long 
journey, heed not the voice of their 
pilot, Conscience. They accommo- 
dated their ideal to their personal 
convenience. Browning could not 
forgive Andrea because he was a 
faultless painter and could realize 
his dreams. It is far more important 
to keep on striving and hoping than 
it is to have our hopes fulfilled here 
and now; or do as the poet Shelley 
says, to keep on hoping 


cc 


praia a till Hope creates 
From its own wreck the thing it 
contemplates.” 


The poet Lessing once said that if 
God gave him the choice between 
the knowledge of all truth and the 
search for it he would humbly take 
the latter. 

An ideal once realized is no longer 
an ideal. The goal of our aspirations 
ever moves onward; it keeps reced- 
ing into the distance to lure us on. 
It is this becoming, this going to be, 
that puts zest into life and arouses 
aspirations for attainment. The real 
must be unsatisfying before search is 
made for the ideal. In his poem 
“Saul,” Browning has another 
“poetic conceit” embodying this 
noble idea: 

“. tis not what man Does 
which exalts him, 
But what man Would do!” 


And likewise also in “Cleon”— 
eis . imperfection means per- 
fection hid, 
Reserved in part to grace the 
after-time.” 


To aim low is almost criminal. 
“Hitch your wagon to a star,” says 
Emerson, When all your expecta- 
tions are fulfilled, you have crossed 
the dead-line. The noted Danish 
sculptor, Thorwaldsen, once ex- 
claimed to a visitor: “My genius is 
decaying!” “What do you mean?” 
asked his visitor. “Why, here is my 
statue of Christ,” the sculptor re- 
plied, “it is the first of my works 
with which I have ever felt satisfied; 
until now my ideal has always been 
far beyond what I could execute, but 
it is so no longer. I shall never have 
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a great ideal again.” Verily, the joy 
of perfecting is beyond the joy of 
perfection. 

“It is often a merit of an ideal to 
be unattainable,” Justice Holmes 
once remarked. “Its being so keeps 
forever before us something more to 
be done, and saves us from the ennui 
of a monotonous perfection. At the 
least it glorifies dull details, and lifts 
and sustains weary years of toil.” 
Our labors stop only when we have 
become perfect—an unattainable 
goal, but we must not the less set it 
before us from the very first. 


LACKING IN IDEALS 


The great weakness of this ultra- 
modern age is a vague mind groping 
after—well, after what? The cause 
of much of the present discontent is 


the lack of ideals in virtually every 
phase of life. We do not seem to 
know what we believe; hence, we do 
not know what we want; and not 
knowing what we want, we have no 
ideals. This modern world has no def- 
inite view of life. Most of its ideals 
today are of the earth, rather*earthy. 
Modern civilization (?) is “ex- 
treme”-lined, air-conditioned, and 
“movie-brained,” and lit up by glam- 
orous grimaces from Hollywood. 
Barbarism has been defined as an 
absence of standards to which an ap- 
peal can be made. If so, then, judg- 
ing by our films, advertisements, 
cheap press and news stands, we 
must be living in an age of bar- 
barism. 

It was said of old that where there 
is no vision the people perish. 


Lutherans Gain Against Odds 


Official Figures From News Bureau Show Increases in Membership and 


Financial Support. Fewer Pastors 


By N. L. C. Statistician MARY BOOZER 


' Wrrs an increase of 64,486 in the 
number of baptized during 1942, 
membership in the Lutheran 
churches of the United States and 
Canada has hit a new high of 
5,116,807, according to a compilation 
prepared by Miss Mary Boozer, sta- 
tistician, and made public by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 

Of this number 3,635,588 are con- 
firmed members of 15,909 organized 
congregations belonging to seven- 
teen different general bodies national 
in scope. The three largest groups 
are the United Lutheran Church 
with 1,731,959 members, the Synod- 
ical Conference with 1,683,128 mem- 
bers, comprising five general bodies, 
and the American Lutheran Confer- 
ence with 1,621,608 members, com- 
prising five general bodies. Six 
smaller independent bodies total 
72,467 members. 

While the investment in church 
property increased 114 per cent, con- 
gregational indebtedness decreased 
almost 10 per cent, indicating a much 
stronger financial condition. Mean- 
time, debt reduction and rise in plant 
maintenance and salaries have car- 
ried local congregational expenses 
up about 10 per cent during the year. 
During the same period the member- 
ship increased its contributions to 
the work of the Church at large by 


19.24 per cent, an actual gain of 
$2,134,484. 

These gains took place, Miss 
Boozer says, in spite of a decrease in 
the number of active pastors, due 
largely to the demands of the chap- 
laincy services of the United States 
and Canadian armies and navies. Al- 
though there were 18 more congre- 
gations at the close of the period, 
there were 143 fewer pastors serving 
them. The effect of the decrease in 
active pastorates was felt partic- 
ularly in the “preaching places” 
where no organized congregations 
exist, of which there were 101 fewer 
being served at the end of the year. 
Miss Boozer explains this: “When 
there aren’t enough pastors to go 
around, the small, scattered groups 
of Lutherans who hold occasional 
services but cannot organize as con- 
gregations have to suffer.” 


Reference Book Coming 


The Documentary Desk Book, of 
whose preparation announcements 
have been made, besides being a 
compilation of major discussions, de- 
cisions and occasions in the first 
twenty-five years will provide an in- 
tegration of the U. L. C. A. Its com- 
pletion has been delayed, but it 
merits waiting. [Eb.] 


CORDELL HULL 

Ir 1s a real dramatization of 
democracy when the two Houses of 
Congress meet in joint session. ... 
One of your correspondents was 
lucky enough to have a ticket for the 
session when Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull spoke on the Moscow 


Conference. . . . He is integrity in- 
carnate. ... He has dignity and gen- 
uineness, but not much _ political 
oomph. ... Yet he has gone a long 
piece. . . . The fellows didn’t have 


many sparkling Rooseveltian sen- 
tences to applaud. ... He just doesn’t 
do things like the President does, but 
they cheered him personally, to the 
echo. . . . Confidence and character 
were writ all over the affair... . Mr. 
Hull used his hand only for one 
gesture, and that was his tribute to 
the peace resolutions both Houses of 
Congress have passed. . : . It was fun 
to see newsmen like Raymond Clap- 
per, with advance copies of the 
speech, following closely and turning 
the pages in unison. .. . Rather in- 
teresting, too, to watch the places 
where the newsreel boys and sound 
engineers chose to click for the 
Even Secretary Hull 
mispronounced “harass’”—like we 
often do. ...If he were twenty years 
younger, he would be a strong pres- 
idential possibility. 


HE KINDLED FIRES 


We chanced to be in Foundry 
Methodist Church the other day and 
admired again the beautiful pulpit 
which has been dedicated to the late 
Bishop William Fraser MacDowell. 
He was indeed a “good minister of 
Jesus.” Remembering him brings 
back memories of his radiant faith 
and of his passionate desire to make 
men Christian. One of your cor- 
respondents ministered in the little 
town where he was born. Each year 
the Bishop returned for his birthday, 
and the town turned out to greet 
him, and hear him speak. Among 
his many books was one called, Mak- 
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By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 
AND 


RALPH W. LOEW 


ing a Personal Faith. It was what he 
had tried so splendidly to do. Said 
one of his friends, “His was the se- 
cret of lifting problems into realms 
where the very glow brought not 
only solution but inspiration.” How 
great he really was, the ages can de- 
termine. This much we know now; 
he kindles fires in many a life. 


OLD AGE EMPLOYMENT (NOT 
PENSION) 


AN outstanding health authority 
estimates 13,000,000 persons in this 
country, aged sixty years. He pre- 
dicts that by 1980 more than 40 per 
cent of the total population will be 
forty-five years and beyond. ... He 
wants industry to lead the way in 
providing proper employment for 
older people. . ; . He fears that’ pol- 
iticians, realizing the voting power 
of this group, may set up schemes 
for pensions which will make taxes 
more impossible and endanger our 
economic structure itself... . “Man 
changes with age, and the job must 
be changed as the man changes.” 


FORTUNE TELLERS 


Py A woman, claiming to be a min- 
‘ister, was arraigned here in Muni- 
cipal Court, charged with telling for- 
tunes without a license. She is un- 
known to the Federation of Churches 
and not even listed in the telephone 
book, but her attorney contended 
that, as a minister, she has the right 
to tell fortunes. .. . The Judge took 
the case under advisement and de- 
cided she could go ahead, provided 
her receipts went to the church and 
not to herself personally. ...It isa 
good thing for some folks that she 
went free, for Washington has more 
than the normal crop of nondescript 
religious enthusiasts this fall who 
find Mussolini in Daniel, Stalin in 
Revelation, the line-up of Axis 
powers and of the United Nations, 
as well as the Japanese threat to 
America, in Bible prophecy. . . . Too 
bad the War Department doesn’t use 


these authoritative foretellers. ... 
Their wares must be rather profit- 
able, judging from the size of their 
newspaper ads... . With the Nation’s 
Capital and a world bristling with 
real problems, it is time for real re- 
ligion to go to work in His Name, not 
to run to cover, nor into moral 
cowardice and social defeatism. For- 
tune telling and foretelling are twins. 


J. HAROLD MUMPER 


AFTER six most successful years as 
pastor of Keller Memorial Church, 
Dr. Harold Mumper is leaving to 
become associated with the Parish 
and Church School Board as suc- 
cessor to Dr. Charles P. Wiles. Sig- 
nificant, that both these fine men 
have served at Keller. Between their 
ministries was the twenty-four-year 
magnificent pastorate of Dr. S. T. 
Nicholas. Dr. Mumper leaves one of 
the best administered congregations 
in Washington and one of the most 
dependable. We predict for him a 
great editorship. Dr. Wiles (“The 
Abe Lincoln of the Lutheran 
Church”) leaves his mantle on 
worthy shoulders. Harold Mumper 
has been a splendid neighbor. We 
shall miss him. He has well dis- 
charged a useful role in the Wash- 
ington scene. 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 


Tue last word on juvenile de- 
linquency here is that the rate for 
boys has gone down and the rate for 
girls has increased considerably. The 
Council of Social Agencies, which is 
the over-all social group for the city, 
has named Dr. Frederick E. Reissig 
of the Federation of Churches to 
head the committee to tie up church 
resources with community agencies 
to tackle this problem. .. . One of 
his first tasks is to help the church 
personnel learn to know intimately 
the professional social workers in 
this field. . . . When the Probation 
Office has a boy or girl in charge, Dr. 
Reissig’s committee is responsible for 
putting this youth in the hands of the 
appropriate neighborhood church. 
... Boy and Girl Scouts and Sunday 
school classes will have responsibility 
in addition to the pastor. 


NAVAL 

Apmirau E. C. Kalbfus, U. S. N. 
(ret.), directs attention to the fact 
that the Navy participates in naval 
affairs. The first word is a noun; the 
second an adjective. 
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From the days of John the Bap- 
tist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and men 
of violence take it by force. 

Matthew 11; 12 


“Rejoice, and men will seek you; 
Grieve, and they will'turn and go. 
They want full measure 
Of all your pleasure, 
But they do not want your woe.” 


So must have felt the lonely 
prophet in the dungeon of King 
Herod. Once lionized by great 
crowds who rejoiced with him in 
spiritual ecstasy, he now seemed for- 
saken. It is the way of the world. 
But is it also the way of the spiritual 
fraternity? Many of John’s disciples 
without doubt were still loyal, but 


were unable to render aid. Jesus, as“ 


the chief Sufferer, knew full well the 
suffering which attends the martyr 
of the Cross, and He also knew that 
“the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence and men of violence take it 
by force.” Militant Christianity in- 
evitably draws upon itself the wrath 
of the sinner. To be forceful one 
must be heroic. 


+ + + 


And they went and told Jesus. 
Matthew 14: 12 


JouN the Baptist was beheaded 
because he dared expose the sins of 
Herod and his paramour. Why did 
he not “play safe” with royalty and 
avoid risking his life and his useful- 
ness? Because he could not compro- 
mise with evil in any quarter, and 
because his first loyalty was to Jesus 
and His Kingdom of Truth. It was 
natural that the sad news of John’s 
martyrdom be communicated first to 
Him in Whose cause this first blood 
of the new dispensation was spilled. 
Instinctively they came to Christ 
because He beyond all others could 
sympathize and could help them bear 
the burden of their sorrow. By tell- 
ing Jesus we can best stand every 
strain and heartache. 


+ + + 


Now when Jesus heard it, he 
withdrew from thence in a boat, to 
a desert place apart. 


Matthew 14: 13 
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Not as one fleeing in fear did 
Jesus leave Capernaum when He 
learned that John the Baptist was 
beheaded. He knew that His own 
martyrdom would not be postponed 
by hiding from “that fox,” as He de- 
risively called King Herod. ‘“He 
withdrew in a boat, to a desert place 
apart,” as do so many of all ages 
withdraw to the quiet of the lake 
or the countryside, for reflection 
and rest. Jesus loved John and 
mourned the tragic death which was 
hastened by courageous devotion to 
truth and righteousness, and He 
sought peace in prayer and medita- 
tion. ‘In the sacrificial way of John 
and Jesus let us follow; and let us 
learn the secret of the divine calm 
which may be found amidst life’s 
desert places. 


+ + + 


And he came forth, and saw a 
great multitude, and had compas- 
sion on them, and healed them. 


Matthew 14; 14 


Jesus embarked from the west 
shore of Galilee to seek quiet and 
consolation when He learned of 
John’s beheading; but He disem- 
barked on the northeast shore only 
to meet great crowds and to busy 
Himself with others’ needs and trou- 
bles. So shift man’s plans according 
to life’s exigencies, embarking on 
one mission and disembarking on an- 
other. He “had compassion on” the 
multitude and bore their burdens 
while weighted with His own deep 
sorrow. Why, we ask, did not that 
same compassion and power which 
helped so many strangers intervene 
in behalf of the martyr, and save him 
from the axe? It is the age-old prob- 
lem as to why so many innocent are 
permitted to suffer while others less 
worthy receive succor and the guilty 
go free. Enough is it for us to know 
that there is an all-wise overruling 
Providence and that through grace 
the divine Cross-Bearer will ulti- 
mately triumph in a world of crosses. 


<5 nee ae 

A bruised reed shall he not break, 

and smoking flax shall he not 

quench, till he send forth judgment 
unto victory. Matthew 12: 20 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


Tue “bruised reed” may be bent 
low by driving winds, but the Cre- 
ator gives it tensile strength and will 
not let it break. The “smoking flax” 
may be scorched by hottest fires, but 
a kind Providence will not permit it 
to be consumed. God cares for every 
bruised heart and will not let it 
break when tensile faith supports it. 
He protects the trusting soul, and 
will not permit the fires of tribula- 
tion to consume it. So far and no 
farther will He permit adverse winds 
and fierce fires of evil to proceed in 
their wrecking of men’s souls. His 
seeming judgments He causes to 
issue in victory. 
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But he that judgeth me is the 
Lord. I Corinthians 4: 4 


“WHEN you read these lines, I 
shall be dead,”’ wrote a young Bel- 
gian patriot to his parents on the eve 
of his execution by a firing squad. 
And he continued, “God wills it thus. 
. .. My life has been full and ful- 
filled... . I have given myself to my 
country and regret nothing... . 
Around midnight I shall receive 
Communion; and a few hours later 
I shall leave this life . . . and shall 
be able to love and protect you far 
better than I could on earth... . 
Don’t weep, we shall meet again.” 
As one of countless victims of Nazi 
and Nipponese brutality, this martyr 
to freedom faced his eternal Judge 
courageously and confidently. He 
feared not the firing squad because 
he feared not the judgment to come. 
Not before a merciless god of battles, 
but before the Lord of love will we 
appear for justice and for mercy. 


A PRAYER 


O Gop, the Consolation of the sor- 
rowful, and the Strength of the 
weak: Look in mercy upon all who 
in tribulation or distress cry unto 
Thee, especially them who are sick 
or wounded, in peril.of death, or 
held captive in the power of the 
enemy; so that in all their neces- 
sities they may mark and receive 
Thy manifold help and comfort; 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


AMONG OURSELVES 


Ky Matcgaret L). @. Gevin 


GLORY TO GOD 


CurRIsTMAS is a time of joy and 
gladness. Everyone knows that. 
That is the way it should be. That 
is the way it has been since that first 
glorious night so long ago. “Glad tid- 
ings of great joy ... unto us is born 
a Savior, Christ the Lord.” 

This year, like last year and the 
year before and the year before that, 
the tears are close beneath the sur- 
face of our gladness. Our emotions 
are hopelessly mixed up. We look 
forward with a desire that is almost 
tangible to the day when “this dread- 
ful business” shall be over, when we 
can know happiness without this un- 
dertone or overtone of grief.” 

It is when we try to picture such 
a day that we become somewhat be- 
fuddled. War must cease, we know. 
Families must be reunited, of course. 
People must be fed. Our plans 
spread out until they have covered 
a wide field. 

Christmas has been a time of 
mingled joy and pain from the be- 
ginning. At the birth of Christ, per- 
fection came into a most imperfect 
world. Little by little He has pushed 
back the forces of evil; but now, as 
then, there are so few who hear the 
angels’ song, so few to follow the new 
star. 

If we look carefully at those 
Christmases before the war, we are 
bound to see that they were not free 
from sadness. Or if they were, it 
was because we had missed the true 
joy, the beauty of a Christ for all the 
world. Our own tiny sphere might 
be gay with all the bright trappings 
of Christmas; but if we looked be- 
yond our own doorways into the sky 
that stretched above Bethlehem the 
sorrow of man and of God was there. 

This year the unhappiness might 
blot out the joy if we would let it. 
Loved ones scattered to the four cor- 
ners of the earth. Men and women 
and children dying in agony. Star- 
vation taking its daily toll. With evil 
all about us, it would be so easy to 
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say, “Where is our God?” and for- 
get the answer. He is where He has 
been from the day He first gave man 
the right to choose his own path. 
But when we remember the answer; 
when we remember that God is here 
waiting and pleading and offering us 
His Son as He did on that first 
Christmas, the evil makes our joy 
the more intense. “Glory to God” 
becomes more than a pious phrase: 
it becomes a cry of rapture from a 
happy heart. 


THEY NEED GOD 


Anp millions of children here in 
North America have no way to learn 
of Him. 

It doesn’t seem possible, does it? 
Children on the outside, separated 
from Him by an invisible but very 
real wall of ignorance and indiffer- 
ence. 

How can we reach them? Not by 
sitting back and moaning that it can- 
not be done. That much is certain. 
Not by putting the whole matter in 
the hands of experts and forgetting 
about it. That is equally sure. 

The only way to reach them is to 

re enough about them to mobilize 

‘our forces and go out and get them. 
We need first of all to Christianize 
the children within the church, make 
them enjoy and appreciate what the 
church has to give so that they will 
want to bring their friends. We need 
to make our children’s services so 
attractive that the child who comes 
once will want to come again. We 
need to visit in the homes of the ‘“‘un- 
churched.” We need Christian work- 
ers who care enough to gather them 
in. 

There was a time when Sunday 
schools provided a Christmas treat 
that drew children who never came 
at any other time of the year. The 
tendency has been to have less and 
less of that sort of thing. Christian 
children are being taught to under- 
stand the spiritual gift which is 
theirs in the Christ child. Other chil- 


dren who are invited to join in the 
Christmas services may appreciate 
the difference between the “peace 
which the world cannot give” and 
the crude confusion elsewhere. Chil- 
dren are sensitive to real spiritual 
values. 

The church cannot and should not 
compete with the worldly forces 
about these children on the same 
plane. It must offer them something 
better, something they cannot get 
anywhere else. 

Would it be carrying the figure too 
far to suggest that we need to offer 
a better quality of goods more at- 
tractively displayed? 


WEAPON 


Tue four-year-old had been to 
Sunday school. When the talk of the 
older boys turned to guns, he re- 
marked casually, “God doesn’t use a 
gun. He has a dagger.” 

“A dagger?” 

“Well, a spear then.” 

“What are you talking about?” 

“You know. We always sing, 
“Father, Son and Holy Spear-it.” 

For a moment his mother, who 
had overheard the conversation, was 
dumbfounded. Then she smiled to 
think howsunknowingly a little boy 
had come close to scriptural phrase- 
ology. “The sword of the Spirit. A 
shield. A fortress. Why not a spear?” 


TINSEL 


TINSEL is going to be harder to get 
than ever. The people who have 
saved theirs from other years are the 
lucky ones. : 

It’s funny when you stop to think 
about the fragile, shiny stuff. How 
did it ever become so much a part of 
Christmas, do you suppose? There 
isn’t any in the original story. Gold, 
and frankincense and myrrh, yes, 
but no tinsel and gaudy decorations. 

Did you ever stop to wonder how 
far back it goes, this custom of add- 
ing artificial grass, artificial snow, 
artificial glitter to brighten up our 
Christmas joy? There is something 
solid and right in the symbolism of 
the Christmas tree. It seems fitting 
that we should bedeck our homes 
with all sorts of greens when we 
celebrate the beginning of new life 
for all mankind. But tinsel? 

For many this Christmas will be 
stripped of artificiality. Perhaps they 
will find something more satisfying. 
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GIVE AND TAKE—Mrs. Lathrop Thinks About Standards and Values 


I said good-by to Mrs. Benson and 
turned homeward along the dark- 
ened street. Under my breath I was 
humming some of the carols we had 
heard at the Woman’s Club Christ- 
mas party. 

I was glad we had gone. I smiled 
to think how close I had come to 
calling Mrs. Benson and asking her 
to take another guest. The telephone 
had rung all morning, and I knew 
Jerry was working on a sermon. 
Then there had been the man about 
the organ, and the secretary of the 
Council of Churches about the sur- 
vey at the defense village. The 
morning had gone on wings. I was 
still cleaning the kitchen when the 
noon whistles blew. I had scrambled 
madly to get lunch for the children, 
get them back to school, and make 


myself look presentable. While I was’ 


going through it, I wondered 
whether an afternoon’s pleasure was 
worth the trouble. 

The club house had looked so 
Christmasy and attractive. At least 
there is no rationing of Christmas 
greens if you are near enough the 
woods to get them. Mrs. Ferguson’s 
talk about carols and their back- 
ground had been very interesting 
and the Woman’s Chorus sang beau- 
tifully. The whole afternoon gave 
one a real lift. 

My feet almost skipped along as I 
headed toward the parsonage. Those 
lights at the end of the street were 
mine. All along the way shaded 
lamps and curtained windows shone 
out of the darkness. A familiar lump 
rose in my throat. Why can’t I be 
sensible and enjoy the homey look 
of an American street without think- 
ing of “shadowed thresholds dark 
with fears”? And on the heels of the 
impatience with my own sentimen- 
tality came the swift thought, “Don’t 
let me ever forget, dear God. Keep 
my heart tender, even if it hurts.” 

For a minute I was on the verge 
of one of those disputes that I get 
into now and then. Which one would 
have won this round, I don’t know, 
for suddenly I was on my own door- 
step and very much in the bosom of 
the family. 
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“Mother, oh, Mother! We thought 
you were never coming!” 

“That must have been some meet- 
ing to last that long.” 

“Everything’s all—.” 

“Hey! Don’t give it away. You’re 
a great person to keep a secret.” 

“Secret? What have you young 
"uns been up to while I was gone?” 

“Young ’uns! It’s all of —.” 

“Aw, Joan. Now you have 
wrecked everything!” 

“No, she hasn’t. I don’t know what 
she’s talking about. Wait till I take 
off my hat and slip into another dress 
and J’ll have supper on the table in 
a jiffy.” 

As I ran quickly upstairs I heard 
Mark’s excited whisper, “Joan al- 
most gave it away, Dad, but she says 
she’s coming down to get supper. I 
don’t know whether she’s kidding or 
not.” 

I took my time about changing into 
a soft wash print. By the time I came 
down again, Mark and Joan were 
waiting at the foot of the stairs, with 
Jerry smiling from the dining room 
doorway. At the table I put on a 
pretty good act for them. I almost 
managed to convince myself that the 
“cheese dreams,” the buttered car- 
rots and the salad were a complete 
surprise. 

“My, this hotel certainly serves de- 
licious food. I think I’ll plan to take 
my meals here regularly.” 

“Did you have refreshments at the 
party?” 

“A cup of tea; yes, real tea, and a 
cookie.” 

“Well, I’m glad it didn’t spoil your 
appetite,” Mark said. “If you eat a 
lot of sweet stuff so near dinner time, 
you won’t have room for vitamins.” 

The quotation was so obvious that 
we all roared. 

“You are entirely right, Mark. 
Would you like me to tell you some 
more about vitamins?” 

“No!” The word was a duet. “Tell 
us about the party instead,” sug- 
gested Mark. 

“There really isn’t so much to tell. 
It was just a very lovely ladies’ 
Christmas party.” 

“Lovely party, or lovely ladies?” 


“Smarty! Both, if you want to be 
exact.” 

I was on the verge of inquiring 
why the same women will take more 
trouble to “do things nicely” at a 
woman’s club affair than they will 
at the church. Then I realized this 
wasn’t the audience for such a re- 
mark. I’d save it for Jerry’s ears. 
No, I wouldn’t, either. I’d skip it 
entirely. 

“But what did you do at the 
party?” 

“Mrs. Ferguson told us how some 
of the Christmas carols came to be 
written and the chorus of the wo- 
man’s club sang them. It was really 
beautiful. I asked Mrs. Rupert where 
she found time to practice. You 
know she’s president of the woman’s 
groups at the Methodist church, 
takes charge of the bandage rolling 
at the Red Cross, and helps with the 
Girl Scouts of the county. She said 
that she looked on the carol singing 
as recreation pure and simple. Prac- 
ticing seemed to give them all a 
sense of something permanent in the 
midst of the hubbub.” 

Joan was waiting to seize the con- 
versational ball the moment I 
fumbled. 

“Why won’t you tell me what I’m 
going to get. for Christmas? All the 
other girls are talking about what 
they are getting and I don’t know a 
thing. I want a doll, and mittens— 
white ones—and new skates, and a 
lot of other things; but I don’t know 
if I’m getting any of them.” 

“Getting, getting, always talking 
about getting.” Mark took the words 
out of my mouth. “Do you ever 
think what you’re giving for Christ- 
mas?” 

“Of course, I do. You saw my list 
—all but yours; and if you’re going 
to talk so grown-up and know-it-all, 
maybe you won’t get anything from 
me.” 

“T don’t worry about what I’m get- 
ting. That’s the way to have a happy 
Christmas, isn’t it, Dad?” 

Jerry grinned. “So much has al- 
ready been said, and on the whole 
so well said I shall not add any- 
thing.” 
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Leross the Dosh 


One grants much license to poets 
and song writers in their employ- 
ment of vital functions. to express 
emotional ideas. When, for example, 
a singer declared his heart stood still, 
we did not expect him to stop war- 
bling, even though such conduct by 
one’s heart is generally fatal. But 
one is justified in observing that a 
little more common sense in the 
lyrics heard over the radio might 
lengthen the continuance of their 
popularity. ‘ 

Surely the listeners’ time and 
culture are entitled to some consid- 
eration by those who sell time over 
the radio. 


HOLIDAY LETTERS 


Tue LuTHERAN has not specifically 
presented to its readers the value of 
letters to men and women in the 
armed services of their countries: 
we have particularly in mind the 
United States and Canada. We men- 
tion the subject now, to suggest that 
letters be written, describing the 
home folks’ thoughts and acts in the 
days immediately preceding and dur- 
ing the Nativity season. Especially 
the services at the church should be 
reported and the names of persons 
present and greeted should be in- 
cluded. 

The Christmas message of peace 
on earth and good will to men will 
be heard from the lecterns and re- 
ceived by the worshipers with great 
earnestness this year. Those, in be- 
half of whose early and safe return 
prayers will everywhere be made, 
will be sustained by knowing they 
were “in the minds” of their breth- 
ren in the faith, though bodily far 
away and among most un-peaceful 
surroundings. 

It is true that letters written after 
mid-December may not reach their 
destinations until the Christmas sea- 
son has passed. But they will not 
thereby be less welcome nor less en- 
couraging. It is not improbable that 
they will prove the more inspiring 
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since they will convey the details of 
home life to absentees. 

Tue LuTHERAN is happy to an- 
nounce that in its issue of December 
22 brief “greetings” will be found, 
which are the messages of the U. L. 
C. A. president, Dr. F. H. Knubel, 
and of Dr. Ralph H. Long, executive 
director of the National Lutheran 
Council. The Church will thereby 


convey to chaplains and pastors of» 


service centers our sincere devout 
appreciation of their ministry. 


MORE MINISTERS 

Dr. SAMUEL TREXLER, president of 
the United Synod of New York, has 
sent a pastoral letter to the clergy- 
men of that synod of which the first 
paragraph reads: “As we enter the 
New Year of: the Church, ‘there 
should be in every Christian heart a 
searching and a resolve to make the 
Church of greater effectiveness.” His 
second paragraph closes: “we must 
call many more young men to give 
themselves to the ministry.” 

As the bases of this conclusion, he 
cites three fields of need, first to fill 
places vacated by men now in the 
chaplaincies, some of whom may not 

‘return and others decide to continue 

their services in the enlarged “‘stand- 
ing forces.” Second, he points to the 
need of enlarged staffs in many of 
our existing parishes. Trained men 
to cultivate these fruitful fields more 
intensively should be available. 
Third, an increase in our forces for 
evangelization. “The war is making 
fainter the line between domestic 
and foreign missions, but these 
branches of the Church must be 
greatly strengthened so as to bring 
the Gospel to every creature.” 

Dr. Trexler to a very great, very 
grave extent is at the front line in 
the three fields of evangelizing our 
modern society. He is the executive 
of a synod rich in “home mission op- 
portunities.” As. president of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, he has in- 
timate information about present 


and post-war responsibilities to the 
unchurched. And the problems of 
social missions are often brought to 
his notice. His call deserves atten- 
tion. 


TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD 


INFORMATION came to our desk 
near the end of November concern- 
ing the celebration of the two hun- 
dredth anniversary of the “Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in British 
Guiana.” The constituents thereof 
are not numerous in comparison 
with the count of members in other 
areas and some questioning might 
connect with the fact that so many 
opportunities to celebrate progress 
seem to have been neglected. But 
after reading the contents of three 
numbers of The Southern Cross, 
which is the journel of our Guianese 
brethren, THe LutHeran hereby ex- 
presses regret that an earlier tribute 
of appreciation did not appear in this 
journal. 

Any writer seeking data for a 
story of fidelity to Lutheranism 
would be attracted to the motivation 
of a small group of Dutch laymen 
who on June 1, 1743, “met in the 
house of Lodewijk Abbenzetts, at 
Plantation La Solitude on the Ber- 
bice River and there began the or- 
ganization of the “Evangelical 
Church of the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession.” Distance from Amster- 
dam in Europe and the obstacles 
usual to a pastor’s journey to the 
western continent in those days pro- 
duced the lapse of nine years before 
a pastor was obtained. His name was 
Johan Kendrick; he died in Berbice 
two years after his arrival. 

Interruptions and disasters com- 
plemented by political and racial 
changes would doubtless have 
caused the congregation to disappear 
by absorption, had there not been a 
property stake, which now has the 
form of an endowment valued at 
$60,000. Like a smoldering but per- 
sistent fire, the church maintained 
an existence. From 1879 to 1913, its 
pastor was the Rev. John Robert 
Mittelholzer. He put action back of 
the word Evangelical in the church’s 
corporate title. 

At his death, an arrangement was 
made with the former General 
Synod. The merger of 1918 made 
British Guiana a United Lutheran 
Church enterprise with Dr. R. J. 
White in residence.as pastor. Eleven 
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ordained ministers have served the 
field since Dr. White’s return to the 
United States in 1923; the last to 
enter the work being L. W. Slifer, 
whose previous services in India fit 
him for this work. The Board of 
Foreign Missions has jurisdiction 
over the Lutheran work in British 
Guiana. 
Among the special “guests” who 
visited the parishes and participated 
in the anniversary celebrations was 
Secretary Edwin Moll, D.D., from 
whose report we quote items under 
the heading Population—The total 
population of British QGuiana is 
346,982. Of these 147,961 are East 
Indians, 5 per cent of whom are 
Christians. Next in number are 


Dr. Frederic Sutter 


pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Staten Island, for twenty-five consecu- 
tive years president of the Board of 
Trustees of Wagner College, Staten 
Island, N. Y., received this year’s Dis-~ 
tinguished Citizen Award from Wag- 
ner College at the annual convocation 
held on Armistice Day, November 11, 
in the college auditorium. 

The day was also the occasion for 
the conferring of baccalaureate degrees 
on eighteen students. Dr. Sutter was 
the main speaker. t 

The convocation had as its central 
theme the double anniversary being 
celebrated by the college. This marks 
the sixtieth year since Wagner was 
founded in Rochester, N. Y., in 1883, 
and the twenty-fifth since its removal 
to Staten Island in 1918. 

Dr. Sutter, one of the leading figures 
of the Lutheran Church, is also one of 
the outstanding personalities in Staten 
Island’s religious, civic, and educational 
life. Only last May, Hartwick College 
of Oneonta, N. Y., a sister college sup- 
ported by the United Synod of New 
York, awarded him the honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Laws. 

A graduate of Wagner College when 
it was located at Rochester, N. Y., Dr. 
Sutter entered the college in 1888. He 
hasbeen active in its life ever since. 

Three times he has acted as pres- 
ident of the college in periods between 
the election of permanent leaders. In 
1927 the trustees called him to become 
the full-time president, but he refused, 
because he said his congregation needed 
him more than the college. He was 
elected to the Board of Trustees in 
1917, and has been the board’s pres- 
ident since 1918. 

Dr. Sutter’s first step in stimulating 
the college’s progress was to have new 
science courses introduced. In accom- 
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132,743 Africans, members of various 
Christian denominations. Slightly 
above 9,000 of the inhabitants are 
aborigines, four main tribes, 2,126 
Europeans, 8,505 of Portuguese line- 
age, 3,584 Chinese, and 43,707 
“mixed” complete the total. 

Of a total of 184,770 listed as 
Christian, 1,395 are credited to the 
Lutheran Church. But this minority 
has the advantages of distribution 
that can wield extensive influences. 
The existent sixteen congregations 
with the mother church at George- 
town and up the Berbice River for a 
hundred miles has ample evangel- 
istic contacts. 

But an even greater asset is the 
pastorate which has been on the 


field. The present staff consists of 
Pastor Kunkle on furlough, E. F. 
Rohlfing, L. W. Slifer (loaned after 
service in India), A. R. Bowen, and 
P. H. Magalee. The latter two are 
Guianese, trained in seminaries in 
the United States and capable. Pas- 
tor Magalee is president of the re- 
cently formed Church of British 
Guiana. 

It is clear from the reports at our 
disposal that the Guianian Bi-Cen- 
tennial in as much the beginning of 
an era of great activity as it is a 
memorial to a past of many vicis- 
situdes. The United Lutheran 
Church pays the tribute of congrat- 
ulations and good wishes to its 
South American sister organization. 


DR. FREDERIC SUTTER RECEIVES DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN AWARD FROM WAGNER 


COLLEGE. 


(L. to r.) Dr. Samuel Trexler, president of the United Synod of New York; 


President Clarence C. Stoughton, Dr. Sutter, Dr. H. T. Weiskotten 


plishing this, he began the achievement 
of his aim of making Wagner a com- 
plete college. He was very active dur- 
ing the days of the school’s greatest ex- 
pansion. In this wide expansion an- 
other of his aims—that of, preparing 
men for a greater diversity of profes- 
sions at Wagner College—was fulfilled. 
In 1933, he took another step in the 
development of the college by advocat- 
ing a co-educational program, which 
was adopted in that year. 

“No other person has played so im- 
portant a role in the progress of Wag- 
ner,” Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, pres- 
ident of the college, said. “Whatever 
Wagner is today is a monument to his 
generosity, his courage, and his unfail- 
ing faith that the college was destined 
to play a great part in the history of 
the church and of Staten Island.” 

For thirty-six years Dr. Sutter has 
served Trinity Church on Staten Island. 


This is the longest pastorate in its his- 
tory and a notable record in any church. 
Dr. Sutter went to Staten Island from 
Hudson, N. Y., in 1907. At Hudson he 
was pastor of Emanuel Church for 
seven years. Previous to that, he served 
for two years as a pastor in Liberty, 
N. Y. He was graduated from the 
Philadelphia Seminary in 1897. 

For many years Dr. Sutter was sec- 
retary of the New York Ministerium 
and a member of its executive com- 
mittee. Last year the Board of Edu- 
cation of the United Synod of New 
York passed formal resolutions of 
gratitude in recognition of his contri- 
butions to that organization. 

Dr. Herbert T. Weiskotten, pastor of 
the Church of the Redeemer, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and vice-president of the 
Board of Trustees, presented Dr. Sutter 
to Dr. Stoughton, who made the dis- 
tinguished citizen award. 
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CHURCH-WIDE ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE 


Second Report From THE LUTHERAN’S News Letter Staff 
Concerning The U.L.C.A.’s Twenty-fifth Anniversary 


FROM THE TEXAS SYNOD 

This event received important em- 
phasis in many of our congregations. 
The Columbia broadcast was well re- 
ceived in homes and in church groups. 
The slogan, “God’s Golden Goals,” was 
inspiring, and the messages that came 
from the text, “There remaineth yet 
very much land to be possessed,” were 
thrilling to thousands of listeners. Con- 
gratulations, United Lutheran Church 
in America! Congratulations, Dr. F. H. 
Knubel, for the foundation years of our 
great Church! A host of others, who 
have been blessed and have been a 
blessing to Christ’s Kingdom and their 
fellowmen, should be thanked because 
we have had the privilege of joining in 
this celebration. 

Emmanuel Church, Inez, in a special 
Loyalty Sunday—at which time a spe- 
cial fund was gathered for church 
budget expenses instead of the usual 
money-raising barbeque—heard the 
Rev. Edwin J. Hirsch of Goliad preach 
the anniversary message. 

Pastor Hirsch also preached anni- 
versary messages to his own congrega- 
tions in Colettoville, and Martin Lu- 
ther Church, and in St. John’s Church, 
Goliad. 

In our newest mission in Corpus 
Christi, the membership gathered at 
9,00 o’clock to hear the special Colum- 
bia broadcast in the reading room of 
the Y. M. C. A., and later went to the 
Social Hall for their regular Sunday 
school and church services. The mis- 
sion was honored to have the Rev. Dr. 
Arthur M. Knudsen of the Board of 
American Missions speak at the Sunday 
school hour and preach the sermon. 
Several dollars were received for the 
Pension Fund. 

St. Mark’s, Cuero, the Rev. A. A. 
Hahn pastor, celebrated the anniver- 
sary with special services. He also 
brought the message of the event to 
his little flock at Thomaston, where a 
preaching place has been established. 

Our two Houston congregations, 
Grace Church, the Rev. N. H. Kern 
pastor, and Redeemer Church, the Rev. 
Louis H. de Freese pastor, celebrated 
the anniversary with special services. 

James F, VorKOPER. 


NORTHERN CONFERENCE OF 
THE ILLINOIS SYNOD 

One third of the pastors of the North- 
ern Conference reported that the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the United 
Lutheran Church in America was ob- 
served in their churches November 14. 
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No word has been received from the 
other pastors. 

Several of the pastors stated there 
was a substantial increase in attend- 
ance. In the other churches, the attend- 
ance was average or slightly above. 

In several of the congregations the 
members were eager to learn more 
about the United Lutheran Church, 
and the pastors made use of this op- 
portunity to inform them. A fine inter- 
est and spirit were manifest. 

The broadcast was heard by a goodly 
number of our people. However, some 
pastors .reported that the hour of the 
broadcast was not convenient for their 
faithful members, coming at the time 
of Sunday school or when they would 
be on the way to church. 

Several pastors reported that an offer- 
ing was taken for Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief. 

Trinity Church, Rockford, reported 
twenty-one new members were re- 
ceived into membership on that day. 

One of our good pastors wrote: “It 
has been worth while.” 

Epwarp A. A. KRreppmet. 


SOUTH JERSEY 


The churches of South Jersey thank- 
fully and eagerly participated in the 
silver anniversary of the United Lu- 
theran Church November 14. It was 
an occasion to many to review the pos- 
sibilities of a well-organized Church, 
and with these in mind to look ahead. 
One pastor wrote, “In our church the 
celebration will have an educational 

mphasis; we are trying to give our 
people a better understanding of the 
U. L. C. A. and its work, with an in- 
spirational look forward into the areas 
in which the Church must make its 
impact felt in the next quarter of a 
century.” In one congregation the theme 
was, “The Race Set Before Us.” Here 
Dr. Knubel’s twenty-fifth anniversary 
proclamation was read, and excerpts 
from Dr. Henry Eyster Jacobs’ sermon 
at the first service were quoted. 

The material made available by the 
Church was appreciated as a necessary 
part of the celebration. In one church 
the pastor preached on the topic, “The 
Road Ahead,” and had his members 
keep before them the colored anniver- 
sary bulletin picture while he was 
preaching. The bulletins were used 
throughout the congregations observ- 
ing the day. Many pastors mailed the 
invitation cards to their members and 
to others on their mailing lists. 

The sermon topics at Matins, or Ves- 


pers, or The Service, were centered on 
the look ahead. Many pastors used the 
suggested theme, “Toward God’s Golden 
Goals,” with the accompanying text. 

The Church of the Air broadcast was 
brought into fourteen of our Sunday 
school sessions. Two churches invited 
the entire congregation to hear the 
broadcast. The radio program was gen- 
erally heard by the main department 
of our Sunday schools, although a few 
had it in three departments, and one 
church tuned in for the high school and 
adult groups. Interest of the pupils 
was evident in some schools, and a dis- 
cussion followed the program. 

In publicity channels one pastor sent 
news copy to five papers in his locality. 
The publicity chairman for South Jer- 
sey papers sent a news article an- 
nouncing the celebration and an ad- 
vance write-up on Dr. Knubel’s radio 
address and the dramatic portrayal of 
the Church’s growth. 

Thirty-five of the fifty churches in 
South Jersey territory reported their 
anniversary celebration to this corres- 
pondent for THe LuTHERAN. 

H. Paut GrrHarb. 


WEST PENN CONFERENCE 


The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 
organization of the United Lutheran 
Church was widely observed in our 
conference. Many pastors preached on 
the text suggested, others used the 
topic, or kindred topics. The weekly 
bulletin probably most widely called 
attention to the silver anniversary of 
our great, growing Church. We all look 
forward to having an enlarged part in 


‘the golden goals yet to be achieved. 


Paut Levi Fou.k. 


FROM THE MISSISSIPPI SYNOD 


Eighty per cent of the congregations of 
the Mississippi Synod Have reported 
services observing the Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary of the United Lutheran 
Church. A good attendance was gen- 
eral and special offerings were received 
in a number of the churches. 

H. B. ScHAEFFER. 


FROM NOVA SCOTIA 


The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 
organization of the United Lutheran 
Church in America was celebrated in 
all the churches of the synod. Because 
of the fact that some of the parishes 
have five and six churches, not all the 
celebrations /could take place Novem- 
ber 14, but they took place on succeed- 
ing Sundays. Pastors spoke on the 
suggested text, and emphasized the 
slogan, “Toward God’s Golden Goals.” 

While the attendances were not above 
usual, it was the feeling that people 
were interested in the importance of 
the celebration. Comments received 
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from worshipers were that they felt 
they had fallen short in many things in 
these years, and that the Church would 
be much stronger and able to do more 
effective work if all confirmed mem- 
bers would put their shoulders to the 
wheel, and strive to do real work for 
the Christ. 

At Bridgewater, Pastor Whitteker re- 
ports that at the morning service a 
radio was installed and that the congre- 
gation listened to the service of cele- 
bration, which included an address by 
the Rey. Dr. F. H. Knubel. Halifax 
reports an excellent attendance at the 
Vesper service, when the anniversary 
was observed. The country parishes 
also report good attendances on this 
anniversary occasion. 

Dovucias A. Conran. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


All but two of the congregations of 
this district, according to reports re- 
ceived, observed the Twenty-fifth An- 
niversary of the organization of the 
‘U. L. C. A. In some the program was 
quite elaborate, while in others the 
celebration consisted of a special 
sermon. 

A conservative estimate would place 
the total attendance at 75 per cent of 
the communing members. Only a par- 
tial report of the offerings has been 
made so far. A few of the more inter- 
esting items are herewith presented. 

St. Andrew’s, San Mateo, the newest 
congregation in the California Synod, 
observed the jubilee at its second as- 
sembly for worship. There were forty- 
five present. This congregation is un- 
der the care of the Rev. Henry Scherer, 
special representative of the Board of 
American Missions. 

St. Paul’s, Vallejo, welcomed their 
new pastor, the Rev. Joseph W. Peter- 
son, with a full house, There were 
ninety present. This congregation is 
about one year old and going strong. 

St. Michael’s, Berkeley, Earnest A. 
Trabert, D.D., pastor, was given much 
publicity in both the Berkeley and 
Oakland papers. 

St. Matthew’s, San Francisco, the 
Rev. Herman Lucas pastor, received an 
offering of $50 for the Pension Fund; 
First Church, Oakland, the Rev. Paul 
Romeis pastor, gave $63.50 to the Pen- 
sion Fund; and in Temple Church, San 
Francisco, the Rev. Henry F. Schmidt 
pastor, the special offering was $20.30. 

It was a great day for most of our 
congregations, and the effects upon our 
future work in this western area will 
be excellent. W. E. CrovuseEr. 


NORRISTOWN CONFERENCE 
Highlighting the anniversary celebra- 
tion in the Norristown Conference of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania was a 
combined evening service at Emmanuel 
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Church, Pottstown, November 14, in 
which seven congregations and their 
pastors participated—Emmanuel, the 
Rev. Luther A. Krause; Grace, the Rev. 
A. S. Wohlsen; St. James, the Rev. 
Gustave W. Weber; St. John’s, the Rev. 
Henry B. Luffberry; St. Peter’s, the 
Rev. Kenneth Anderson; Transfigura- 
tion, the Rev. Theodore L. Fischer; and 
New Hanover, the Rey. J. J. Kline. A 
congregation of more than 600 Luther- 
ans taxed the capacity of the host 


church for this memorable service at - 


which Professor Paul J. Hoh, D.D., of 
the Philadelphia Seminary was the 
preacher. A choir of more than 100 
voices assembled from the choirs of the 
participating congregations furnished 
the music. The offering of $125 was 
received for the Pension Fund. 
Elsewhere throughout the conference 
congregations marked the anniversary 
by special services so arranged that 
both the broadcast and the pastors’ ser- 
mons emphasized the achievement of 
the past quarter century and pointed 
out the challenge facing the Church in 
the days ahead. As directed by the 
convention of the U. L. C. A. at Louis- 
ville, an offering for the Pension Fund 
was received by most of the congrega- 
tions of the conference. J. W. INSLEE. 


FROM FLORIDA 


All congregations of the Synod of 
Florida observed the Twenty-fifth An- 
niversary of the United Lutheran 
Church in America with special serv- 
ices November 14. Publicity by way of 
newspaper stories served to advertise 
the event. Opportunity was taken to 
tell of the origin, objectives, achieve- 
ments and 
Church in these years. Offerings were 
received, and there was a splendid re- 
sponse, for the liquidation of the deficit 
of the Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief. Dr. William E. Wheeler, 
pastor of Grace Church, Lakeland, 
made the appeal to his congregation in 
these words: 

“If we are grateful to God for what 
our United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica has, by His grace and blessing, been 
enabled to do during the past twenty- 
five years, let us show it. Let us show 
it today by answering the appeal of 
the Pension Board to help wipe out the 
indebtedness incurred by paying aged, 
retired ministers a pension of $25 a 
month. Think of a minister’s pension 
in terms of post office employees’ pen- 
sions, or a railroad man’s pension, or 
an army or navy man’s pension. Think 
and act!” Grace congregation’s response 
was splendid. So has been the re- 
sponse in Florida. 

Most, if not all, pastors chose to use 
for sermons the suggested text and 
theme for the anniversary observance. 

W. E. Puen. 


advances made by the 


IN THE NORTH CAROLINA SYNOD 

A whole-hearted spirit of celebra- 
tion permeated the entire synod and 
many congregations made special ef- 
forts to make the occasion one that will 
long be_remembered in our churches. 
Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the 
synod, supported the effort vigorously, 
both in personal addresses to each of 
the conference meetings and also in 
letters sent to all the pastors. “Please, 
brethren, let us all keep in mind that 
this is to be a birthday celebration. 
Birthdays call for congratulations, and 
we are sure our hearts will be filled 
with joy on that day. But, when birth- 
days come around we do more than 
offer congratulations; we make birth- 
day contributions. So in this connec- 
tion a part of the celebration program 
calls for an offering in keeping with 
the occasion. These offerings will be 
used to help the Pension Fund of our 
Church.” 

It is too early for the writer to know 
just what the individual congregations 
did and how much the offerings 
amounted to. Expressions and news 
from many indicate that the occasion 
was generally and wholeheartedly ob- 
served. 

One congregation had a large three- 
tier pound cake with twenty-five can- 
dles on it. After the sermon these can- 
dles were lighted and with each light 
a pledge was given. For fifteen of them 
there were expressions of gratitude to 
God, and with ten expressions and 
pledges of loyalty to Him and His 
Church. The offering in that congre- 
gation for the Pension Fund amounted 
to $100. Following the Service every- 
one present (a church full) was served 
cake and hot chocolate. The day was 
observed with gratitude, rejoicing and 
serious concern for the work ahead. 

L. Boyp Hamm. 


FROM MILWAUKEE 


The nineteen U. L. C. A. congrega- 
tions of Milwaukee, Wis., observed the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the U. L. 
C. A. in their respective congregations 
with good attendances. Special prayers 
were offered, giving thanks to Almighty 
God for the blessings and progress of 
the church. Stress was also placed 
upon the many wonderful opportunities 
that challenge the church today. The 
general theme of the anniversary was 
carried through, “Toward God’s Golden 
Goals.” A. G. STREICH. 


FROM THE MIAMI VALLEY 


All of the United Lutheran congrega- 
tions of the Miami Valley in Ohio par- 
ticipated in the Twenty-fifth Anniver- 
sary service. A local radio station of 
the Columbia network that ordinarily 
does not carry the “Church of the Air” 

(Continued on page 21) 
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THE 


CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON 


BETWEEN TWO APPROACHES 


Epistles to Hebrews and to Romans Indicate Jewish and 


Gentile Placements of Our Lord 


Hebrews 1: 1-9; Romans 10: 4-10. Sunday School Lesson for December 19 


THEORETICALLY that which is in the Bible should stand out in complete 
uniqueness. It has an origin that entitles it to this distinction. Because of 
the character of this source of the contents of Holy Scripture, the writer of 
the epistle to the Hebrews began his discussion of the fulfillment by Jesus 
of Nazareth of the promises made to the Jews and their obedience to the 
Mosaic law with a statement that in olden times God spoke to their fathers 
through their prophets. Therein lies the right of the portion of the Bible 
which we call the Old Testament to lasting authority among us in the sphere 


of morals and ethics. 

As long as men and women live upon 
the earth fulfilling their destinies as 
human beings, the laws of the Lord of 
which the psalmist wrote, “The law of 
the Lord is perfect converting the soul,” 
so long will there be in perpetuity a 
peculiar qualification for this part of 
our Bible. Efforts to reduce the con- 
tents of the Old Testament to the plane 
of ordinary literature are bound to 
meet with failure. 

However, the Old Testament had for 
the Hebrews a function that relates it 
to the New Testament. It was more 
than a statement of moral and ethical 
principles. It was in fact a way which 
ied: the Hebrew people—and the Jews 
—to the great purpose of their sacred- 
ness, namely, to be the medium by which 
God’s promise of salvation from sin 
should be fulfilled. From the seed of 
David the Messiah was born. The re- 
alization of this promise was that to 
which the whole experience of the 
Chosen People was directed. Someone 
has commented relative to Jewish wo- 
men, that deep in the hearts of each of 
them lay the hope that she might be the 
one through whom Israel would be 
blessed. 

When, however, the fullness of time 
had come; when the day of the Messiah 
had dawned, then all former relation- 
ships were altered. Jesus indicated this 
change when he said that John the 
Baptist was the last but also the great- 
est of all the prophets because it was 
he who identified Jesus as the Christ. 


A Different People 

Reverting for the moment to the first 
sentence of this discussion, one notes 
that a portion of Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans is placed parallel to an excerpt 
from the epistle to the Hebrews. The 
distinction between the two who are 
addressed is entitled to notice. While 
it is possible that the group to whom 


Paul wrote at Rome contained a con- 
siderable number of converted Jews, 
there can be no doubt that the great 
Apostle saw them in the midst of the 
Gentile world, and therefore dependent 
on Gentile conditions and pagan cults 
in so far as proclaiming the gospel to 
them is concerned. Paul very definitely 
in his epistle to the Romans is the 
apostle to the Gentiles. 


Gentile Exceptions “4 


Just as literal obedience ‘to setting 
aside the seventh day as the Sabbath 
unto the Lord our God did not apply 
to the Gentile as to the Jewish world, 
but admitted the changes from the 
seventh to the first day; that is, to the 
celebration of the resurrection and 
Sunday, so the approach to Christ by 
a Gentile was not identical with that 
which was correct and pertinent for a 

pa The one sees himself as the in- 
jheritor of the law given to Moses and 
finds the blessing of God in obedience 
thereto. The other has the conscious- 
ness of sin which is derived from his 
familiarity with the ethical principles 
of which the law is an expression. He 
is thereby made aware of his own 
guiltiness before the judgment seat of 
God. It was Augustine who said con- 
cerning the greatest virtues amongst 
the Gentiles, “They are splendid mis- 
takes.” So we have in this epistle to 
the Romans a basis of judgment in 
which sin figures as the accuser of him 
who stands before God but in which 
faith in Christ is accepted as the 
grounds for forgiveness and for heir- 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
December 13-19 
Christ the Fulfillment of the Law. Hebrews 


1: 1-9. 
Christ Our Righteousness. Romans 10: 4-10, 
Righteousness by Faith. Philippians 3: 1-9. 
. The Fulness of Christ. Ephesians 4: 1-13. 
Justification by Faith. Galatians 2: 16-21. 
. Christ the Life and Light. John 1: 1-9. 
Christ’s Pre-eminence. Colossians, 1: 9-18. 
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ship in the kingdom of heaven. 

It is important to be as exact in our 
definitions as our language permits. The 
key word in this portion of Paul’s 
epistle to the Romans is righteousness. — 
Righteousness is the qualification by 
which a person is enabled to inherit 
eternal life, and to be with Christ and 
the Saints in the abiding places which 
Jesus has prepared for those who love 
Him. This faith in Christ which the 
parable described as the garment of 
righteousness is not obtained through ~ 
any merit or worthiness on our part. 
It is completely a gift, and as a gift it 
is of such a character as to need no: 
contributions from anyone on whom it 
is bestowed. ' 


Luther's Interpretation 


Luther found in the epistles to the 
Romans and to the Galatians the rev- 
elation on which he justified his op- 
position to the traffic in indulgences, 
and which later grew into an absolute 
conviction that he was a saved man. 
He depended on neither the good works 
which were prescribed by the church, 
nor upon the absolution which the 
church was‘ accustomed to declare as 
completing the sacrament of penance. 
As a matter of fact it was this doctrine 
of justification by faith that took pen- 
ance entirely out of the list of sacra- 
ments. 

Humanly speaking the only require- 
ment that is attached by our Lord to 
justification by faith alone is confession 
of that faith “before men.” As a matter: 
of fact this confession is not an essen- 
tial part of righteousness. Righteous- 
ness is the product of the forgiving 
judgment of God, who by virtue of our 
Lord’s suffering for the sin of the 
world freely forgives the sinner in 
Christ’s name. Forgiveness applies to 
the person and not to the acts of which 
the person has been guilty. An illus- 
tration implies this situation: in order 
to cross over a fence it is not necessary 
to climb over more than one panel. So 
likewise, when the forgiven person is 
admitted into the company of believers 
he is all the way in and not partially so. 

However, it is the will of his Lord 
that this good and gracious act of for- 
giveness should be confessed before 
men. It is not to complete the judicial 
action of God that public confession is 
asked; only as men declare their grate- 
fulness because of this boon is the love 
of Christ sent abroad into the world. 
Public confession of faith is the sign 
and seal of complete trust in our Lord. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


Ky Lines John Teaver 


Christ Coming to His Own—At the Nativity 


Luke 2: 8-20 


CurisT is a gift of pure grace. There 
was no “deal” made with God by which 
Christ came. This is a distinctive fea- 
ture of our faith. The best religions of 
the world, aside from Christianity, are 
built upon the principle of trade. Sac- 
rifices, prayers, self-denials, fasts, pil- 
grimages, all the ascetic practices that 
men have devised to persecute their 
own flesh, these are attempts made by 
man to get himself right with God. They 
grow out of the fear of God. They are 
based on a conception of God as a kind 
of Oriental tyrant who must be ap- 
peased. 

The Christianity that Luther knew 
in the Roman Church of his day was 
flavored with this same heresy. The 
popular idea of Christianity was built 
on the idea that one could somehow 
buy his way into heaven. The sale of 
indulgences was the logical outcome of 
this idea, and Luther’s sincere heart 
was shocked at the whole business. “Do 


good and you will be saved,” sounds 


like a harmless moralism, but it is a 
dangerous doctrine. No one can read 
the story of Jesus’ birth without dis- 
covering how foreign it is to the heart 
of Christianity. 

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them.” That is the inspired story 
of the coming of the Christmas mes- 
sage to the shepherds. They were not 
even expecting the heavenly visitor. 
‘The angel struck fear into their hearts. 
They had done nothing to deserve what 
they were to receive. This was grace, 
the free gift of God. It is this same 
. truth that should mark the Christian 
«observance of Christmas. Too little 
grace is to be found in our Christmas 
giving and receiving. Our Christmas 
gift lists are too often on a purely ex- 
change basis. This is far too business- 
like for ‘the honoring of the “Coming 
-of Christ to His Own.” 


The Tragic Search 

The history of man’s search for God 
is tragic indeed. H. G. Wells once wrote 
that there was a God-shaped space in 
the heart of man that must be filled if 
there is to be peace within. The history 
-of religions is the story of the agonized 
-attempt to fill that void. 

Man did not know what he needed in 
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a God. He built up the idea of God 
out of his purely human desires. He 
defeated all. God’s attempts to make 
Himself known. God’s revelations fell 
on blind eyes and deaf ears. So the 
search for God discovered for man only 
little of the truth about God. 

Men have looked into the swirling 
currents of great rivers and: have seen 
reflected there only the distorted image 
of their own faces. They have seen 
mystery there and deified the rivers, 
and laid upon their surfaces or thrown 
into their depths sacrifices of things, 
sometimes even of children whom they 
loved. But no satisfaction came to their 
hearts. Men have looked up to the 
mountain tops and seen in the reflected 
rays of the sun on the snowy peaks the 
suggestion of divine glory. But their 
worship left their souls as cold as the 
glaciers on the rocky ridges of their 
sacred mountains. Men have made with 
their own hands gods after their own 
patterns, wrought from precious woods 
and metals, and said their prayers to 
them, and sacrificed their possessions 
to them; but they found them as un- 
responsive as the materials out of which 
they ‘were made. No answer to the 
why’s and wherefore’s of life there! 
No answer to the question, “If a man 
die, shall he live again!” No answer to 
the deep inner desire to know God! 


A Search on God's Part 

Men still speak of religion as a 
search, even while they are lighting 
Christmas candles and celebrating 
Christ’s birth in song and story. Chris- 
tianity is a search, but on the part of 
God. The angel messenger to the shep- 
herds on the Bethlehem hillside is 
typical of the whole spirit of the Christ- 
mas scene. The shepherds were just 
honest men, busy about their daily and 
nightly duties. They had no special 
claim on God’s grace. Perhaps it was 
for that they were chosen to be the 
first to hear the good news. They were 
not especially pious, certainly not 
learned in the prophesies. Perhaps 
there was in their hearts something of 
the stirring expectations of their peo- 
ple. Essentially they were only recep- 
tive in their simple faith. 

Materialism had not entirely taken 


from them the hope of a king of peace 
and love as it had robbed so many of 
their countrymen. They were prob- 
ably not concerned so much with the 
kind of a Messiah who could strike the 
Roman bonds from the wrists of Israel. 
The expectations of far too many with- 
in and without the Hebrew nation were 
built on the coming of an earthly ruler. 
Someone has written: 


“They were looking for a king, 

To slay their foes and lift them high; 
Thou cam’st, a little baby thing, 

That made a woman cry.” 


"The Gift of God's Love" 

There is an old hymn, “Sweet Peace, 
the Gift of God’s Love.” This might 
well be a Christmas carol, for the com- 
ing of Christ was a gift of love, bring- 
ing peace to men’s hearts. The struggle 
was over and the panicky search after 
God need last no longer. The love of 
God revealed itself like the love of a 
parent. Only stubborn willfulness 
keeps men from accepting this gift and 
responding with thanksgiving. 

A young man was in prison. He was 
close-mouthed and sullen. His father 
came to try to help him, but he would 
not respond to his offer. As the dis- 
appointed father left the prison he was 
heard to say, “Oh, if he would only let 
me help him.” That is our Father-God’s 
attitude toward those who refuse the 
gift of salvation in Christ. He would 
that all men should be saved. The Babe 
in the manger is not offered to a few, 
but to all. 

What a meaningful message for a 
world at war. Like the star of the East 
that the wise men followed, the light is 
for all. The star could have been seen 
as well in Jerusalem. So Bethlehem 
may become the center of radiating 
lines that reach to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. It becomes a tie of love 
that, binding us to God, also binds us 
to each other. Christ is a gift of love. 
How can anyone refuse Him? 

The story of Christmas may be read 
like any other good story, as mothers 
read to their children of fairies and 
giants. It is a romance as appealing as 
the best written fiction. It is history 
dated carefully to a certain census 
taken in the Roman empire. It is a bit 
of all of these, yet beyond real com- 
parison with any other story. The mys- 
tery of God’s grace, how He came in 
human flesh to dwell among men; who 
can understand it? Christmas lives be- 
cause it answers the deepest need of 
men’s hearts. Men want to know what 
God is like and what His attitude is 
toward them. Their answer is in the 
Child born to Mary. 


* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, December 19. 
Next topic, “Christ Coming to His Own 
—At the End of the World.” 
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BOOK S§S 


The Personal Dimension 


The Divine-Human Encounter. By Emil Brunner. Translated by Amandus W. 
Loos. Westminster Press. 207 pages. $2.50. 


A GREAT many books have been written to answer the question, “What’s 
wrong with the Church?” Many physicians have attempted to prescribe 
for her ills. But when a diagnostician like Emil Brunner, Switzerland’s fore- 
most religious thinker, writes upon the subject, the result is sure to be a 
penetrating study. In his recent book, The Divine-Human Encounter, Dr. 
Brunner says, “The ‘sickness’ figuratively speaking, lies not in a localized 
abscess or in a deformed organ, but rather in the:corruption of the blood, 
which thus secretly spreads the corruption into all organs.” 


The original focus of infection is to 
be found already in the ancient church, 
in the abstract speculative approach to 
truth in Greek thought which is quite 
foreign to the Biblical message. Faith 
came to be concerned chiefly with a 
“what” instead of a “whom.” Religious 
faith lost its personal content, became 
intellectual, speculative, wrought out 
within the framework of the antithesis 
between “Objective and Subjective.” 
In the Bible, however, truth is neither 
something subjective nor objective. It 
is not a “thing” at all, but that which 
happens when God meets man. It is an 
event in the realm of personal relation- 
ships. It is an encounter—a “Divine- 
human encounter.” As Luther says 
somewhere, “Religion is in the personal 
pronouns.” 

This ancient misunderstanding of the 
Gospel might seem to be quite harm- 
less, but it has in fact wrought great 
havoc in the life and thought of the 
Church. It is at the root of the Roman 
Catholic distortion of the Gospel—the 
transformation of.a fellowship into an 
institution; the magical, medicinal ob- 
jectification of the Sacrament, and sim- 
ilar errors. But it has also worked dev- 
astatingly in Protestantism. “Ortho- 
doxy is essentially Catholic because in 
it the Word of God is again made com- 
passable; and the objective doctrine has 
become the actual object of faith.” The 
Scripture was made a collection of 


The Minister Checks Up 


Some to Be Pastors. By Peter H. 
Pleune, Abingdon-Cokesbury. 191 
pages. $1.50. 

Every pastor recognizes the fact that 
experience teaches many things that 
were never even mentioned in the the- 
ological seminary. The author of this 
book, himself a successful pastor and 
now a professor of Practical Theology 
at Louisville Seminary, reveals a deep 
insight into the problems that arise in 
many pastorates and writes in'a prac- 
tical and helpful manner. 
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“divine oracles.” “Men have God’s 
Word.” 

The Biblical conception of truth is 
that of an “I-Thou” relationship, not 
an “I-It” relationship. The Bible con- 
tains no doctrine of God “as He is in 
Himself,” nor of man “as he is in him- 
self.” “It always speaks of God as the 
God who approaches man and of man 
as the man who comes from God. God 
gives Himself to be known, He reveals 
Himself, He communicates Himself. 
The true form of faith is hence not the 
so-called declaration of faith, the form- 
ulated Credo which has been learned, 
but prayer.” 44 

Dr. Brunner proceeds from this thesis 
of the divine-human encounter to a 
discussion of redemption, justification, 
the church, the sacraments. His evalua- 
tion of infant baptism and confirmation 
will be studied by Lutherans with great 
interest. 

The thoughtful reader (any other 
kind is hereby warned to stay away) 
will find in The Divine-Human En- 
counter a tributary of an increasing 

tream of books dealing with “the 
‘dimension of the personal” in religious 
faith. Other books of recent date deal- 
ing with this theme are Preface to 
Christian Theology by Mackay, The 
Servant of the Word by Farmer, and 
Our Eternal Contemporary by Walter 
Horton. Jonn W. Rixinc. 


Although especially intended for the- 
ological students and young pastors, 
Dr. Pleune’s common sense viewpoint 
will appeal to all and will afford a re- 
freshing means of checking up on our 
ministry. Chapters of especial appeal 
are “An Understanding Heart” (the 
ministry to the sick and troubled), 
“Ringing Doorbells” (pastoral visiting), 
and “Slow, Curve Ahead” (the time 
element in church administration). 

No book on this subject can be com- 
plete in itself, because of differences 
in the personalities of pastors. As the 
author states, “To be a good pastor re- 


quires wisdom that is not academic.” 
To many Lutherans, Dr. Pleune’s prac- 
tical approach will be reminiscent of 
Dr. Leander Zimmerman’s The Gospel 
Minister, for he has given the subject 
the same sort of concise and thought- 
ful treatment. A. P. STauDERMAN. 


How to Pray 


Prayer for These Times. By Harry G. 
Post. Coward-McCann. 160 pages. 
$1.75. 

Here is a helpful manual on prayer, 
and an excellent collection of prayers, 
useful in time of war. The author pro- 
ceeds on the thesis that democracy, be- 
ing what it is, warrants us to pray for 
victory. Here, in the author’s own 
words, is where our praying for victory 
and peace must begin: “I suspect that, 
for most of us, our first prayer toward 
victory must be a confession of sin and 
a plea for pardon. Surely our second 
prayer should be a confession of igno- 
rance and a plea for light.” Having 
prayed for victory we must plead for 
a peace built upon righteousness. 

The book teaches us how to pray, 
and provides suitable prayers for these 
times. Witr1am R. SEAMAN. 


New at the Business 


The Church and Its Young Adults. By 
J. Gordon Chamberlin. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. 124 pages. $1. 

In every congregation there is a 
group that is “young at the business of 
being adults.” The author’s analysis of 
the characteristics of this group is very 
enlightening and helpful. It makes you 
feel like picking out the individuals of 
your congregation of this age-group 
and analyzing them according to the 
suggestions given with the hope of a 
richer personal ministry to them. 

The second value of this little book 
is that-it suggests solving the problems 
of the young adults by leading them to 
think of the universal dynamic of 
Christianity. Too often, perhaps, we 
limit our appeal to a narrow concep- 
tion of people’s interests. This book 
presents a creative churchmanship from 
a world-wide perspective. To some 
pastors this may seem a rather remote 
control. To such, the book may be dis- 
appointing. Others will welcome the 
wider horizons. 

Mr. Chamberlin possesses a remark- 
able gift of creative organization and 
describes how young adults may serve 
on the levels of “the individual,” “the 
cell,” “the group,” “the congregation,” 
“the church-district.” The book has 
value not only for the wide-awake min- 
ister, but also for the young adults 
themselves who will catch something 
of the fire of enthusiasm from the 
author. Ernest J. Hon. 
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Church-wide Anniversary 


Observance 
(Continued from page 17) 


program, kindly arranged to carry this 
broadcast. Our churches were notified, 
and many of them had radios in the 
Sunday schools to hear the program, 
and informed their membership, espe- 
cially the shut-ins. 

The response to the offering for the 
Pension Fund was received in most of 
the churches with a generous approval. 

It is the conviction of both the U. L. 
C. A. and A. L. C. pastors of this area 
that the next goal of the Church is the 
union of church groups that form the 
National Lutheran Council, if not all of 
American Lutheranism. 

Cart DRIscoLt. 


FROM THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Gratifying reports have been received 
from nine pastors of the Pacific Synod 
who participated in the Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary of the U. L. C. A. In every 
case services were well attended. Three 
things aided in making this event suc- 
cessful. Sending out the invitation 
cards, the pastor preaching a sermon 
on the suggested text, and an offering 
being received for Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief. 

Much interest was shown in the early 
broadcast, and the message of our be- 
loved president, Dr. F. H. Knubel, was 
gratefully received. The manner in 
which this event was commemorated 
will leave the desired impression for 
effectively carrying forward the work 
of our beloved Church. 

Epwin J. JOHNSON. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


There are twenty-two congregations 
in Southern California. The conference 
extends from Santa Barbara in the 
north to San Diego in the south. Judg- 
ing from newspaper announcements, 
church bulletins and personal observa- 
tion, the majority of the churches ob- 
served the U. L. C. A. anniversary. 
Here are a few of the sermon themes: 
“Past, Present, and Future of Luther- 
anism”; “God’s Golden Goals”; “ ‘V’ for 
Victory Everywhere”; “The Goal of the 
Church”; “Personal Reminiscences of 
the Convention of Twenty-five Years 
Ago”—by one who was present at the 
closing convention of the General 
Synod and at the merger convention. 

The Southern Conference meeting 
November 17 and 18 at Gardena, cb- 
served the anniversary in a two-fold 
way: Reports of the achievements of 
the auxiliaries of the Church in the 
twenty-five years—including, the So- 
cial Mission Society, the Samaritan So- 
ciety, the Men’s Alliance, the Brother- 
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hood, the Luther League, the Luther 
Associates, the Women’s Missionary 
Society, and the Children of the Church, 
the Women’s Hospital Auxiliary, Serv- 
ice Centers; and, a forum on Lutheran 
Unity, Dr. H. A. Anspach, president of 
conference, presiding: guest represen- 
tatives from the American, Augustana, 
Missouri and Norwegian Synods tak- 
ing part in the discussion; with a sum- 
mary by Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., 
president of synod. 

If attendance at congregational an- 
niversary services is a safe criterion of 
interest, the church at large may be as- 
sured that there is an intelligent appre- 
ciation by a goodly number of the peo- 
ple of the worth-while achievements of 
the past twenty-five years. It evidences, 
also, a worthy appreciation of the in- 
creasing recognition of the value of the 
Church of the Reformation in national 
and international problems. 

What more worth-while purpose can 
the U. L. C. A. foster, as we enter the 
second twenty-five years of merger 
activity, than to clear away whatever 
hindrances to unity yet remain? 

Can we vision the day when we can 
subscribe ourselves: “The United 
American Lutheran Church”? 

J. A. M. ZrEcuEr. 


CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
ILLINOIS 


The U. L. C. A.’s Silver Anniversary 
received attention from the greater 
number of parishes of the conference. 
Under date of November 18 we heard 
from Meredosia Parish; St. Mark’s, 
Washington; Luther Memorial, Quincy; 
St. Mark’s, Nokomis; Trinity, Carthage; 
and First Church, Decatur. In Spring- 
field, St. John’s, Grace and Luther 
Memorial held a joint anniversary serv- 
ice, the Rev. Alfred L. Grewe, speaker. 

Reports received later told of cele- 
brations at St. Paul’s, Hillsboro; St. 
John’s, Queen City, Mo.; Trinity, Mc- 
Comb; and the Lutheran Church at 
Irving. 

While complete reports from all the 
parishes of the conference have not 
been received, those that have arrived 
indicate that the observance has had 
the effect of stimulating a keener in- 
terest in the U. L. C. A. and has 
awakened the desire of many to know 
more concerning their Church. The re- 
sponses of the newspapers to the re- 
quests for publicity for the anniversary 
were most gratifying, the items in many 
instances being given choice locations 
in the papers. The interest manifested 
by non-Lutherans whose attention was 
awakened by the general publicity was 
also most gratifying, and an oppor- 
tunity was thus given to refer to the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
its constituents and its history. 

Nits Ernar REIstap. 


THE POCONO REGION 


in: Pennsylvania reports that all the 
congregations of the United Lutheran 
Church in this area observed the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Church 
with special services. Where a parish 
consisted of several churches, all the 
celebrations were adjusted to several 
dates. 

The attendance at the services was 
very good, and in some churches a spe- 
cial offering was received for Minis- 
terial Pensions and Relief. 

P. N. WouLSEN (in news letter). 


EASTERN CONFERENCE, UNITED 
SYNOD OF NEW YORK 

The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 
U. L. C. A. was fittingly celebrated in 
the Eastern Conference. The pastors 
reporting stated that the interest was 
keen and the attendance good. In some 
parishes special services were ar- 
ranged for the evening and guest 
preachers delivered sermons. In most 
places the suggested text and theme 
was used. Many Sunday schools had 
radio reception of the broadcast. 

Of singular interest is the service that 
was arranged at St. Mark’s, Cana- 
joharie, when six Lutheran congrega- 
tions united for a festival Vesper Serv- 
ice. The sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. Franklin J. Schweiger. The con- 
gregations participating were: St. 
Mark’s, Canajoharie, the Rev. Frank 
H. Shimer; St. John’s, Canajoharie, 
the Rev. Walter Krumwiede, S.T.D.; 
St. Paul’s, Fort Plain, the Rev. Herbert 
H. Mahl; Trinity, Stone Arabia, the 
Rev. Stanley Haverly; St. Mark’s, 
Crum Creek, and St. Paul’s, St. Johns- 
ville, the Rev. Franklin J. Schweiger. 

The president of conference, the Rev. 
Morris C. Skinner, preached the ser- 
mon at Zion Church, Athens. At Atone- 
ment, Oneonta, a birthday party was 
held Sunday evening in the form of a 
Fellowship Supper followed by an in- 
formal program of Reminiscences, Re- 
views and Resolutions for the Future. 
The Rev. Dr. Charles W. Leitzell, for- 
mer president of Hartwick College, was 
present at this gathering. 

St. James, Gloversville, had an ex- 
tended celebration which began Octo- 
ber 3 with Reconsecration Day and 
the celebration of Holy Communion. 
Various phases of the church program 
were stressed in the light of the anni- 
versary on successive Sundays with 
an emphasis on evangelism. Climax 
was reached November 28, when Dr. 
Samuel Trexler, president of synod, 
preached at the 10.30 A. M. service. 

The Rev. Dr. David A. Davy is act- 
ing pastor of St. James in the absence 
of the pastor, the Rev. Clarence L. 
Schaertel, who is on leave to serve in 
the Chaplains’ Corps. 

LuTHer S. STRALEY. 
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Guat Z ennsylvania Vbsus 


CONFERENCE AND BROTHERHOOD MEET IN PHILADELPHIA 


In spite of the terrific rainstorm that 
prevailed throughout the two-day ses- 
sion of the East Pennsylvania Confer- 
ence and Brotherhood there was an un- 
usual warmth of spirit present at the 
sessions held in Temple Lutheran 
Church, 52d and Race Sts., Philadel- 
phia, Pa., October 26 and 27. 

The Rev. Hugh Yost, pastor loci and 
genial host, did everything possible to 
make the sessions comfortable and 
helpful. 

The annual convention of the Con- 
ference Brotherhood occupied all day 
Tuesday. Vice-president George H. 
Burchfield opened the session. The fea- 
ture of the morning was the panel dis- 
cussion in charge of Robert D. Hershey, 
S.T.D. This proved to be one of the 
highlights of the whole convention. 
Chairman Hershey introduced the 
theme, ‘The Christian Home,” and then 
presented Mr. Owen W. Slaughter and 
Mr. George H. Burchfield, who brought 
prepared messages. The panel was then 
thrown open to the delegates and, un- 
der the direction of Chairman Hershey, 
more than a dozen men spoke on the 
theme. 


The Re-alignment Question 


The second feature of the morning 
was the presentation on “Synodical 
and Conference Re-alignments of 
Brotherhoods” made by Mr. Harry 
Fritsch, president of the synodical 
Brotherhood. This presentation raised 
considerable discussion relative to the 
future program for the Brotherhoods in 
the area immediately east and west of 
the established boundary line. 

At the afternoon session, President 
H. D. Foster presided. The Rev. R. H. 
Neikirk led the devotions, and greet- 
ings were brought by the Rev. Hugh 
E. Yost and Rev. Dr. T. Benton Peery, 
president of the conference. 

The first presentation in the after- 
noon was made by Mr. J. Milton Deck, 
president of the American Federation 
of Lutheran Brotherhoods, who spoke 
on the timely theme, “Giving Men a 
Chance.” His message was well re- 
ceived and aroused much thought and 
discussion. 

The second presentation was made by 
the Rev. G. E. McCarney, who con- 
ducted an open forum on the “Plan of 
Progress.” Many helpful suggestions 
were made. 

The election resulted as follows: 
President, George H. Burchfield, Lan- 
caster; vice-president, Owen W. 
Slaughter, Palmyra; secretary, Arthur 
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L. Freas, Conshohocken; treasurer, 
Isaac W. Miller, Lebanon. 

Those chosen as district representa- 
tives were: Easton, Daniel P. Halpin; 
Harrisburg, Henry K. Felix; Lebanon, 
Ray F. Deck; Philadelphia, William R. 
Spangler. The clerical appointees chosen 
were: the Rev. J. E. Rudisill, Harris- 
burg; the Rev. E. Allen Chamberlin, 
Lebanon; the Rev. R. Henry Neikirk, 
Riegelsville; and the Rev. Robert D. 
Hershey, Ambler. 


Awards Granted 


The climax of the day’s convention 
came with the evening meeting, when 
the auditorium was well filled. Pres- 
ident Foster of the Brotherhood and 
President Peery of the conference 
shared the responsibility of this joint 
mass meeting. Several other officers of 
both organizations participated. 

The opening feature of the evening’s 
program was the presentation of awards 
to the Brotherhoods that had won high- 
est recognition in the “Plan of Prog- 
ress.” First place was won by St. 
Peter’s Brotherhood, Lafayette’! Hill, 
the Rev. Harry Dobler pastor; second 
place went to St. John’s Brotherhood, 
Pine Grove, the Rev. Lester M. Utz 
pastor; third place was given to Zion 
Brotherhood, East Petersburg-Neffs- 
ville, the Rev. Clay Rice pastor. 

Honorable mention was given to St. 
Mark’s Brotherhood, Conshohocken, the 
Rev. G. E. McCarney pastor; Muhlen- 
berg Brotherhood, Philadelphia, Dr. 
C. F. Dapp pastor; and Palm United 


(Brotherhood, Palmyra, Dr. Stanley 


Billheimer pastor. 

President Peery installed the newly 
elected officers of the Brotherhood. 

The closing message of the conven- 
tion was delivered by J. Myron Shimer, 
Esq., prominent attorney and outstand- 
ing Lutheran laymen, who is president 
of the Lutheran ‘Laymen’s Movement 
of the U. L. C. A. Attorney Shimer 
used as his theme, “Stewardship in 
Theory and Practice.” 


The Conference Session 


The opening devotions were in charge 
of the Rev. John Heller. President 
Peery officially opened .the sixth an- 
nual convention of the East Pennsyl- 
vania Conference of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod. 

The first order of the day was the re- 
ception of new members. Those of- 
ficially welcomed’ were: Curvin H. 
Stein, D.D., Sea Isle City, N. J., pastor- 
ate; the Rev. William V. Davies, Mes- 


siah, Harrisburg; the Rev. Donald G. 
Doll, St. Matthew’s, Springfield, Pa.; 
the Rev. John I. Cole, St. John’s, Fol- 
croft, Pa.; the Rev. Arthur Yeagy, Mes- 
siah, Larchmont, Pa.; the Rev. Charles 
E. Staub, St. Matthew’s, Lebanon, Pa.; 
the Rev. Charles E. Stevens, Zion, 
Dauphin, Pa.; the Rev. Dale L. Kroh, 
Christ, Bridgeton, N. J.; the Rev. Sam- 
uel L. Koons, Central, Phoenixville, 
Pa.; the Rev. William C, Karns, Holy 
Trinity, Willow Grove, Pa.; the Rev. 
Paul R. Wertman, St. John’s, Ambler; 
the Rev. Arthur Foellner, Messiah, as- 
sistant pastor, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Ivan H. Hagedorn presented a 
paper on the theme, “Christian Family 
Life.” This paper and its masterly pres- 
entation set the spirit of the convention 
in a splendid fashion. 

Dr. M. R. Hamsher, in his brief pres- 
entation as president of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod, spoke of the re- 
alignment of synodical boundaries and 
expressed the hope that the attitude of 
“mutual reciprocity” would prevail. He 
also urged local congregations to 
change their constitutions so that they 
would be in line with the anticipated 
re-alignments. 

Dr. Joseph D. Krout, synod’s secre- 
tary, spoke relative to the receipts of 
the synod and indicated that each year 
the new synod’s receipts have increased. 
He did, however, indicate that about 
100 congregations had not yet turned 
in any benevolent contributions this 
year, but expressed the hope that by 
the end of the year all would make a 
contribution. 

His report on the contribution of the 
conference to Lutheran World Action 
appeal was received with rejoicing: 91 
per cent of the quota had been reached 
with 31 congregations yet to report. 
This figure represented a total contri- 
bution for this cause of more than 
$28,000 from this conference. 


Mission Program to Deal with 
Rural Problems 


In his brief presentation Dr. Calvin 
P. Swank, missionary superintendent of 
the synod, indicated that in the re- 
alignment nineteen of the active mis- 
sions would be transferred to the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania. Fifteen will 
remain in the East Penn Conference. 
Two thousand members will be trans- 
ferred into the Ministerium. This will 
be a great curtailment of the program 
as carried on at present; however, Dr. 
Swank pointed out that the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod through its Mis- 
sion Board would have a large respon- 
sibility in retaining and building up the 
rural churches. He claimed that about 
twenty parishes in the rural areas of 
the synod after re-alignment would be 
desperately in need of help. He said 
the Board should consider development 
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along three lines: 1. Painting and ren- 
ovating and rejuvenating churches in 
rural areas. 2. Bringing pastors’ salaries 
up to the minimum. 3. Enlarged pro- 
gram of work and worship in the rural 
church. 

The election of officers and delegates 
resulted as follows: Officers of confer- 
ence: President, the Rev. Jacob Rudi- 
sill, Harrisburg; vice-president, the 
Rev. Robert Hershey, Ambler; secre- 
tary, the Rev. George T. Miller, Har- 
risburg; treasurer, H. D. Foster, Har- 
risburg. ‘ 

Clerical delegates chosen as nominees 
for the U. L. C. A. Convention are: 
Martin Grove and S. W. Herman, Har- 
risburg; Hugh: Yost and Frank Clutz, 
Philadelphia; Robert Hershey, Ambler; 
T. Benton Peery, Philadelphia; George 
A. Greiss, Allentown; Stanley Bill- 
heimer, Palmyra; and Jacob Rudisill 
and George C. Miller, Harrisburg, were 
chosen by virtue of their office as of- 
ficers of conference. 

Lay delegates as nominees for the 
U.L. C. A.: E. G. Hoover, D. P. Detrich, 
B. B. Slifer, J. G. Kurzenknabe, R. C. 
Daugherty, I. W. Miller. 


Ministerial Pension Plan 


During the closing hour of the con- 
vention brief presentations were made 


as follows: Ministerial Pensions by Mr. 
Harry Hodges. Mr. Hodges informed 
the convention that twenty-one Prot- 
estant churches and four other branches 
of the Lutheran Church in America had 
an adequate plan of Retirement Pen- 
sion in operation. He said the. United 
Lutheran Church stood alone among all 
major Protestant bodies in failure to 
provide adequate pensions for their 
retired ministers and dependents; that 
166 congregations and pastors had al- 
ready enrolled in the new pension plan 
as adopted by the U. L. C. A. at Louis- 
ville, but that 500 enrollments are 
needed to initiate the plan. 

C. K. Lippard, D.D., missionary from 
Japan, spoke briefly on the cause of 
Foreign Missions and set forth the 
School of Missions which is to be con- 
ducted in the conference. 

Mr. Martin Grossman, superintendent 
of the Loysville Orphans’ Home, in- 
formed conference of the physical needs 
at the Home and also the need of addi- 
tional Christian leaders and teachers. 

The cause of the National Lutheran 
Home for the Aged at Washington, 
D. C., was presented by Superintendent 
Dr. Robert L. Lang, D.D. There are 
sixty-seven persons at the Home and 
requests for admittance of twice that 
number. 


Ves York's Sa Conference 


SCHOHARIE, HUDSON AND MOHAWK COUNTIES MAKE 


INTERESTING NEWS 


Tue first memorial service in Albany 
for a Sea Bee was held in St. Peter’s 
Church, October 24, in memory of CMM 
Willard Francis Murphy of the U. S. 
Navy Sea Bees, who died September 
12, 1943, in the service of his country. 
The Rev. Philip M. Luther pastor, offi- 
ciated. 


Reformation Services 


The Lutheran Student Association 
of Hartwick College and State Teach- 
ers’ College, Oneonta, sponsored a Ref- 
ormation Day Service Sunday evening, 
October 31, in Atonement Church, 
Oneonta, William G. Boomhower, D.D., 
pastor. The sermon was delivered by 
the Rev. Herbert H. Mahl, St. Paul’s, 


Fort Plain. Various church groups in- 


the city were invited to participate and 
to join in a fellowship hour which fol- 
lowed. 


Another Reformation Day celebra- 
tion worthy of mention took place at 
St. John’s, Manorton, when a service 
of rededication was held after the in- 
terior of the church was refinished and 
extensive improvements had been made. 
St. John’s, organized in 1715, is one of 
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the old Palatine congregations of up- 
state New York, and is composed 
largely of farmers and fruit growers 
of Columbia County. The Rev. Arnold 
J. Dahlquist began his work there as 
pastor on October 1, succeeding the 
Rev. John Earl Reed. Pastor Dahlquist 
is a native of Ohio. He received his 
B.A. from Heidelberg College in 1939 
and his B.D. from the Philadelphia 
Seminary last spring, and was ordained 
September 26. He was installed as pas- 
tor of St. John’s October 17, by the 
president of conference, the Rev. Mor- 
ris C. Skinner. The liturgist was the 
Rev. Walter E. Bock of Germantown, 
who in addition to his own work sup- 
plied St. John’s for the past nine 
months, Pastor and Mrs. Dahlquist live 
in the comfortable parsonage across 
from the church, 


St. Mark’s, Canajoharie, the Rev. 
Frank H. Shimer pastor, has completed 
improvements to their organ. This, in 
addition to a general rebuilding, in- 
cludes changing from tractor to the 
very latest electric action and the sepa- 
ration of the console from the organ, 
thus giving additional space in the 


choir. This work was done at a cost of 
$3,000 and was financed chiefly by 
memorials. A bequest from the estate 
of William M. Baum, D.D., who served 
St, Mark’s for forty-nine years (1883- 
1932), was used for the project. A serv- 
ice of dedication was scheduled for the 
last Sunday evening in November. 


Parish Evangelism 


The Church of the Redeemer, Kings- 
ton, the Rev. Russell Samuel Gaenzle 
pastor, has just conducted the fall Visi- 
tation of Homes—a most successful 
practice of five years’ standing in which 
a group of laymen and laywomen call 
at every home in the parish in the in- 
terest of the Kingdom work at home 
and abroad. Pastor Gaenzle states that 
these visitations have been effective in 
bringing back lapsed members into the 
active program of the church. The 
visitors have also been successful in 
their attempt to secure subscriptions to 
Light For Today, with the result that 
more than one-third of the congrega- 
tion are regular readers of this devo- 
tional booklet. 

Sister Dorothy Goff, Baltimore 
Motherhouse, recently visited Re- 
deemer Church and met with the girls 
and young women of the parish at a 
supper meeting sporisored by the La- 
dies’ Aid and Missionary Society. The 
oceasion was impressive, and Sister 
Dorothy gave a splendid presentation 
of the work of the diaconate. 

Pastor Gaenzle will soon celebrate 
his tenth anniversary in the Church of 
the Redeemer, having been called in 
1934 upon the death of the Rev. Oscar 
E. Brandorff. Mr. Gaenzle, a native of 
Reading, Pa., is a graduate of Muhlen- 
berg College and the Philadelphia 
Seminary, was ordained in 1931 by the 
United Synod of New York, and served 
as associate pastor of Holy Trinity 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., from 1931 until 
he came to Kingston. He is vice-presi- 
dent of the Eastern Conference, and 
has been very active and progressive 
in his work as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Social Missions. He is cur- 
rently chairman of the Conference 
Committee and a. member of the 
Synodical Committee, and also a mem- 
ber of Synod’s Committee on Publica- 
tions. 


A Golden Anniversary 


The Women’s Missionary Society of. 
Trinity Church, Stone Arabia, recently 
celebrated its golden anniversary. The 
climax of the celebration was a mother- 
daughter banquet, at which time the 
address was given by Mrs. Charles 
Smith, a daughter of the congregation 
and wife of a clergyman of the Re- 
formed Church. Trinity, Stone Arabia, 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Palatine Bridge form one parish 
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served by the Rev. Stanley Haverly.: 
For the past twenty years Pastor Hav- 
erly has labored in this parish with 
characteristic faithfulness and devotion 
in this historic community. Graduating 
from Hartwick Seminary in 1903 and 
from the Theological Department in 

- 1906, he was ordained the same year 
by the Hartwick Synod. He began his 
ministry in the Gardnersville and St. 
John’s, Sharon, Parish, where he served 
until 1910. Other pastorates served by 
him include Spruce Run, N. J., and 
Raymertown. Mrs. Haverly, a daugh- 
ter of the late Rev. Dr. Chester Traver, 
has been active in the work of the 
Women’s Missionary Society, having 
served for a number of years as treas- 
urer of the synodical society. 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 


GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. , 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor | 


Sunday Services 


9:30 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
“To be spiritually 
minded is life and 
peace.” 
Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
Sta. WJ AS 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 
LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


“The Church at the Luther Monument” 
Thomas Circle, 14th and N Sts., N. W. 
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 
The Morning Service at 11:00 
Vespers at 6:30 P. M. 
Young People’s Luther League at 7:30 P. M. 
L. Ralph Tabor, Pastor 


Remembrance of Service Men 


The Rev. David C. Gaise, Trinity, 
Albany, chairman of the conference 
committee on the Luther League (also 
conference representative on the Syn- 
odical Committee) has been getting 
most favorable results from his monthly 
message to Trinity’s members in the 
armed forces. Fittingly called the “Far- 
Flung Line” Pastor Gaise’s mimeo- 
graphed publication carries a warm 
pastoral letter and the kind of personal 
notes on their buddies that service peo- 
ple go for in a big way. Pastor, Gaise 
began his work at Trinity last March, 
after a five-year initial pastorate at 
Bethany, Central Bridge. 


Welcome to Des Moines, Iowa 


A 240th Anniversary 


Zion Church, Athens, celebrated pre- 
maturely this year to beat the bad 
weather the 240th anniversary of the 
ordination of Justus Falckner, patriarch 
of American Lutheranism. The exact 
date of the founding of Zion Church is 

f unknown, but through the years 1703 
has been designated as the year of or- 
ganization because in that year the Rev. 
Justus Falckner began his pastorate 
there. (The present pastor of Zion 
wears the numerals 17-03 on his auto 
license plate—the 9F which also ap- 
pears on the plate stands for the nine 
Faleckner generations traced back 
through the congregation’s own history. 
His descendants live there today.) Pas- 
tor Falckner was ordained on Novem- 
ber 24, 1703, in Gloria Dei Church, 
Philadelphia, and immediately there- 
after came to minister to the Lutherans 
in the Hudson Valley and in New York 
City. He made his headquarters in 
Athens, then called Loonenburg, and 
took his wife from that place. Anniver- 
sary services were held November 7. 
At Vespers the sermon, “Time Will 
Tell,” was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
William G. Boomhower, Oneonta. The 
Rev. Luther S. Straley has been pas- 
tor of Zion since 1929. 


ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 


This downtown church especially wel- 
comes visitors, members of the WAAC 
and men in the Service. 


Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 
Rev. George P. Krebs, B.D., Associate 


Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, D.D., Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10: 45 A. M. 


When in 
Baltimore visit 


TRINITY 
Lutheran Church 


2100 W. Baltimore St. 


Two blocks west from 
Highway, No. 1 on Balti- 
more Street. Car No. 15 
from the center of the 
city direct to the church. 


P. S. Baringer, D.D., 
Pastor 


SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:45 A. M. 
A Cordial Welcome to All 
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When in NORFOLK, VA. 
worship at 


First Lutheran Church 


1301 COLLEY AVENUE 
Luther W. Strickler, D.D., Pastor 
Sunday Services 


Church School— 
9: 30 A. M. 
Morning Service— 
11: 00 A. 
Luther League— 
7:00 P. M. 
Evening Service— 
8: 00 P. M. 


A cordial welcome 
to all. 


IN SEATTLE 


A friendly welcome awaits you 


Central 
Lutheran Church 


Eleventh Avenue at East Olive Street 
(Near Downtown) 


H. STANLEY HOLMAN, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


DIVINE SERVICE 11:00 A.M. 


CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
has only one U. L. C. A. congregation 
Please send names.of your members coming 


to this fine industrial city to 


Trinity Lutheran Church 
GEORGE W. SCHILLINGER, D.D., Pastor 
1596 Lee Street 


Two blocks from state capitol 


When in San Francisco Attend 


St. Mark's Lutheran Church 


1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


Founded in 1849, 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
CHIEF SERVICE 
YOUTH SERVICE 


11:00 A. M. 


The Reverend J. George Dorn, D.D., 
Pastor 


Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11:00 O’clock. 
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News From Queens Borough 


QueEgEns Lutherans turned out in force 
for a Reformation Day service at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Richmond 
Hill, Sunday. afternoon, October 31. The 


e@ Told ave the modern viewpoint, 


in delightful narrative style, 
master story-teller, WALTE 
RUSSELL BOWIE. Adults 
will feel its charm, yet — ne 
child can miss its meaning. 
Richly illustrated in color. 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
At Your Bookstore 


by that 
R : 


BY WILBUR M. SMITH D.D. 


COMPLETE FOR 
TEACHERS OF 


ALL GRADES 
707% voceme $222 Posteain ar att BOOKSTORES 


W.A.WILDE COMPANY 
<Publiteers 


BOSTON,MASS. 


Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years ta 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors.Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C-20,, 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpit? 
Apparel Style Book CP70, 


E-R: MOORE 
932 DAKIN STREET 425 FIFTH AVENUE 
) CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1937 Marking 104 years of service]Q43 


to the church and clergy 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23r0 STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y 


ay ite ° 
) PAYNE- SPIERS STUDIOS, inc. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 
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By Atrrep J. KRAHMER 


service, which was sponsored by the 
Queens Lutheran Pastoral Association, 
attracted 786 persons. The Rev. O. Fred 
Nolde, Ph.D., professor at the Phila- 
delphia Lutheran Seminary, was the 
guest preacher. The Rev. Robert Weis- 
kotten, pastor of the host church, and 
the Rev. Lauri J. Anderson, pastor of 
Good Shepherd Church, Bellaire, were 
the liturgists. 

A choir augmented by singers from 
many of the Queens churches was di- 
rected by Louis Rub, St. John’s organ- 
ist. All participating pastors marched 
in the processional. It was interesting 
to note the high percentage of the pas- 
tors present who wore the cassock and 
surplice. Black gowned pastors were a 
distinct minority. 


Welfare Service 

A discussion of Queens Lutheran 
Welfare Service will be the topic at the 
December meeting of the local pastoral 
association. The Rev. Joseph Flotten, 
president of the Board of Trustees of 
the Lutheran Service Center for 
Queens, will lead the discussion, to 
which all Missouri Synod pastors in 
Queens will also be invited. 

The Service Center work received a 
setback when Mrs. Magda Burgtorff, 
recently appointed case worker, was 
forced to relinquish her work because 
of ill health. The board hopes to be 
able to name her successor soon, but 
no action will be taken until after the 
general discussion by all Queens Lu- 
theran pastors. ° 


A Correction 

The writers of these columns of 
purely local news often wonder how 
widely read their news letters are. One 
way to find out is to make a mistake. 
In the letter from Queens in the Sep- 
tember 29 issue of THe LUTHERAN, we 
said that the Long Island Conference 
is the largest conference in the United 
Lutheran Church. We were wrong, and 
we humbly apologize. Our error was 
pointed out by the Rev. Earl Kreidler, 
statistician of the Allentown Confer- 
ence of the Pennsylvania Ministerium. 
The Long Island Conference has 90 
congregations, 43,000 confirmed mem- 
bers; the Allentown Conference 109 
congregations, 49,765 confirmed mem- 
bership. 


Sunday Evening Services 

Queens Lutherans do not go to 
church Sunday evenings—at least not 
to Lutheran churches; for, according to 
the Saturday service announcements in 
the Long Island Press (Jamaica), only 


GOD’S 
LIVING 
TRUTHS 


By Leander M. Zimmerman 


Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, 50c. 


“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction 
to a splendid little volume.” — Church 
Management. 


“There are many illuminating sentences. 
Home preaching. An appeal to the soul, 
clear and resonant.”—Moody Monthly. 


“58 inspiring commentaries on as many 
scriptural quotations. Excellent devo- 
tional reading for the whole family.”— 
Washington Star. 


“T am leaving on a trip facing severe 
difficulties. With me goes your book. I 
wish a copy would be carried in every 
business man’s grip.”—Roger W. Babson, 
LL.D, 


“A rich collection of heartwarming devo- 

tional material. Rich experiences of a 
devoted pastor. Messages of trust, hope, 
comfort and peace, and an earnest ex- 
hortation to godly living.”—Luther D. 
Reed, D.D., President, The Lutheran 
Seminary at Philadelphia. 


Order from 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


PIANO INSTRUCTION 


Ministers, Students and Church Workers 
Learn the professional and thorough course in 
Hymn playing. 

Musical Academy Graduate 
Write: A. J. A., c/o “The Lutheran” 

1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


THE AUGUSTANA NURSERY 
CHICAGO 


is searching, for a qualified case worker, the 
position to be filled by January 1, 1944. Ap- 
plicants will please state qualifications, experi- 
ence, church affiliation, and salary. wee Axel 
N. Nelson, Executive Director, 1346 N. LaSalle 


Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Ce and patel ol 


Beautiful flags in all sizes for 
Churches, Sunday Schools, Lodges, 
etc. Available in grosgrain rayon, 
taffeta, or bunting. Tear out this 
ad and write for our free catalogue 
and direct factory prices, 


" SERVICE FLAGS ° 


Honor your members with the armed 
forces—display a beautiful service flag 
with one star for each person in service.. 
Ask for free catalogue. Write today, ~' 


FAIRCRART CO., Dept. 14, Rock Island, Il. 
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Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 


Office and Salesroom 
J.M.HALL, INC. 14. 40 st. New York 
peat > * Tel. CHickering 4-3306 
Address all correspondence to Miss J. Hall, 
Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 


(Gti 


| 
RATORREY (dart 
LESSON): 
Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty- RS A Tonner 
four Years’ Supremacy. Never > 


Equalled. Condensed Thought. Di- (4 
gest and Text of Lesson. Full Ex- 
position. Other Features. 


Flexible Binding 40c Postpaid = 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 10 


VERSE REFERENCE 
JEWEL BIBLE 


yy 


The Bible You've 
Been Waiting For 


Verse Reference: Each of these 
60,000 references are indented 
in the verse they are intended 
to serve — Authorized King 
James Version—Simplified, self- 
pronouncing. Large, clear, 
easily read type. Presentation 
page, family record and maps. 
Combined word concordance 
and dictionary alphabetically 
arranged—Harmony of the Gos- 
pels, Miracles and other refer- 
ence charts in simplified form. 


4508 Imitation Leather, overlapping covers 
gold back titles, amber stained edges $3.25 


4512 Genuine Leather, overlapping covers, 
gold back titles, red under gold edges $4.25 


4533 Genuine Morocco, overlapping covers, 
leather lined, gold back titles, red under gold 
COUT a er AOL 
The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11,Ill. Pittsburgh 22,Pa. Columbia3,S.C. 


two Lutheran churches have an eve- 
ning service. Both of these congrega- 
tions—only one of which belongs to the 
U. L. C. A.—have two morning services 
as well. Eleven other congregations of 
the twenty-nine listed (there are 66 
Lutheran churches in the borough) 
also offered Matins as an additional 
morning service, the hour varying from 
eight o’clock to nine-thirty. 

It was interesting to note that there 
were very few Protestant services listed 
for Sunday evenings, particularly 
among the better known denominations. 
Only the Baptists had a high average, 
with eight out of ten worshiping at 
night. Such groups as the Nazarenes 
and the Pentecostal churches were 100 
per cent in offering both morning and 
evening services; even the Spiritualists 
list an evening service! 

An anonymous white woman recently 
completely renovated the parsonage of 
Holy Trinity Church, South Jamaica, 
the only colored Lutheran congregation 


in the borough. Repairs amounted to 
$1,000, according to the Rev. Jesse W. 
Routte, pastor of the church. 


The Church of Our Saviour, the Rev. 
George Dietrich pastor, celebrated its 
twentieth anniversary last month by 
the full payment of its debt to the 
Board of American Missions. There is’ 
every prospect that Easter, 1944, will 
see the complete payment of the rest 
of the church debt. This represents a 
real triumph for both pastor and peo- 
ple, as this congregation has struggled 
for years against the twin handicaps 
of a huge debt and an inadequate build- 
ing. Encouraged by their present suc- 
cess, Our Saviour Church looks for- 
ward to a twenty-fifth anniversary in 
a new church building. 


Redeemer Church, Queens Village, 
the Rev. J. Edward Vesper pastor, also 
celebrated a twentieth anniversary last 
month. 


bA Leteen Gonpetence Vows 


ANNIVERSARIES OF CONGREGATIONS AND SPECIAL SERVICES 


i df 

St. Joseph’s Church, Allentown, Pa., 
the Rev. Edward G. Schmickel pastor, 
observed the fifty-fifth anniversary of 
the congregation with special services 
in the recently redecorated church Oc- 
tober 3, 6, and 10. The congregation 
grew out of a one-room Sunday school 
into a congregation of 550 members. 
Eight pastors have served them. 


Satisfying 


23rd Volume 


1944 Lesson Commentary 


The satisfaction of a job well done! Pastors and 
teachers attest the satisfaction realized through 
the use of the COMMENTARY in Sunday school 
lesson preparation. Based on the International Uni- 
form Lesson Series, the COMMENTARY supple- 
ments but does not duplicate other monthly and 
quarterly helps on the lessons. 


Price—$1.75 a copy, postpaid; $1.40 in quantities 
of five or more. Delivery extra. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
PITTSBURGH 
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COLUMBIA 


By Warren C. HEINLY 


St, John’s Church, Coplay, Pa., the 
Rev. Alfred. A. Koch pastor, observed 
the seventieth anniversary of its found- 
ing with special services October 3, 6, 
and 10. St. John’s was founded May 
22, 1873, through the efforts of Jacob 
D. Schindel, D.D. After his retirement 
in 1899, the congregation was served by 
his son, Jeremiah J. Schindel, D.D., 
until 1917. The present pastor has been 
serving the congregation since 1931. 
One son of the congregation, the Rev. 
Kenneth F. Frickert, has entered the 
ministry and is the associate pastor of 
Nativity Church, Philadelphia. 


Large congregations greeted Henry J. 
Pflum, D.D., when he preached his first 
sermons October 3 as the newly elected 
pastor of Christ Church, Allentown. He 
was formally installed Sunday evening, 
October 24, by the Rev. Harvey C. 
Snyder of Nazareth, president of the 
conference. More than 200 members of 
the parish were present to greet Pastor 
and Mrs. Pflum at a reception held in 
the parish house October 6. Allen V. 
Heyl, vice-president of the congrega- 
tion, was in) charge of the ceremonies 
during which Attorney Francis J. 
Gildner, a member of the pulpit com- 
mittee, welcomed Dr. Pflum on behalf 
of the congregation. 


A City Survey 


Swinging into action across a city- 
wide front October 10 more than 1,000 


The Lutheran 


volunteer workers made a door-to-door 
survey to determine the church af- 
filiation of every man, woman, and 
child in Allentown. The survey was 
initiated by the Ministers’ League of 
Allentown and Vicinity, an interde- 
nominational body, as a first step in an 
evangelistic campaign. 


Community .Night at St. John’s 
Church, Allentown, was resumed for 
the fall season Friday, October 8, with 
two showings of “Remember the Day.” 
For many years, St. John’s has been 
offering these Community Nights as a 
service to the children of a downtown 
community. 


"Peace" the Theme of Gatherings 


“The Way of Peace” was the theme 
of the fifty-eighth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Allentown Conference held in St. 
Luke’s Church, Allentown, October 25. 
Highlighting the morning session was 
an address by Mrs. C. A. Mathias of 
Columbia, Pa., president of the syn- 
odical society. 

The 150 women in attendance elected 


the following officers: President, Mrs. OMORROW will come . . and with it, the day when your boy and si 
Warren C. Heinly, Allentown; vice- will take on responsibilities of their own. Mother and dad . . grandparents 
president, Mrs. Luther B. Klick of Wind . what finer gift could you make now than to assure those youngsters of life 
Gane recording “seeretary, Chaxlotte insurance when they are seas The Lutheran Brotherhood Juvenile Policies 


Kostenbader, Bethlehem; statistical sec- 
retary, Mrs. Ernest Haller, Northamp- 
ton; treasurer, Mrs. R. F. Silfies, Beth- 
lehem; archivist, Mrs. John H. Raker, 
of the Good Shepherd Home. Mrs. 
Klick, retiring president, presided 


throughout the sessions. William L. 
Katz, D.D., pastor of the host church, 


was in charge of the opening devotions. 


insure your children now, make life-long insurance Seis whatever their 
future physical condition. Their $1,000 policy is convertible on maturity into 
any desired LB policy . . or help them to a happy, successful life with the LB 
Educational Endowment Plan. ... Either gift can be made at very little expense 
to you. This Christmas, along with the “little things’ for today . . give a big 
thing, for tomorrow! Write today for full information. 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans 


trees . 
Bringing in the Peace,” was the HERMAN L. EKERN, President 

theme of the Luther League Day serv- 608 Second Avenue South Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 

ice held in St. Peter’s Church, Allen- NS 


dae Sreeees SUNY elias ner in Baltimore to Dr. George Drach, 
: ; : 


Muhlenberg College, preached the ser- who was retired after thirty-eight years 

mon. The service concluded with the of BER WER HereCeretary of the Board of ry C H U RG 1 i ol 

Candlelight Installation Service for the Rorelea ens: Pe Bererie, is =e { 

newly elected officers. Richard Hoffert member of the board. FU RN | ab U RE 

of Bethlehem is the president of the The Rev. Dr. James J. Reitz, teacher, { } 

League. pastor, and physician, passed away at ; q { 
The annual Workers’ Conference of his home in Walnutport in his eighty- { 

the League was held in St. James fourth year on October 28. Funeral } 

Church, Allentown, October 21. A_ services were held Sunday afternoon, 

similar meeting was held in St. Luke’s October 31. i 


Church, Easton, October 27. The Rev. J. A. Klick of Nazareth, 
P | former pastor of the Hecktown-Farm- 
piled be ersville Parish, has accepted a unani- 
The Rev. Walter R. Krouse was in- mous call to become pastor of Cedar 
stalled as pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Church, Cetronia, Allentown, and be- 


a 


Catasauqua, Sunday evening, October gan his new duties November 2. This cuaneda ALTERATIONS 
17, by the Rev. Harvey C. Snyder, pastorate became vacant when the Rev. RUS AME aa enn cesses 
president of the conference. Pastor Joseph Mohr accepted a call to become f * Wood Memorial Tablets - 
Krouse has been serving the Catasau- pastor of the Fullerton-Egypt Parish. D 
ers BEL & 

qua congregation since September 15. Chaplain John W. Doberstein of 1505 ONG De LONG 

Dr. and Mrs. George F. Seiberling of Muhlenberg College was the speaker at 
Allentown were among the prominent a special Reformation Day service at — _ —_ 
members attending a testimonial din- St. John’s Church, Allentown. In at- ALLENTOWN “PA, KEW GARDENS -NeW YORK 
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PARISH 
REGISTER 


Provides for recording historical and statistical data for convenient reference 
when needed; aids furnishing accurate data to synods and other agencies; conforms 
to statistical forms authorized by the United Lutheran Church. 

Available only in looseleaf form with specially constructed post binder—heavy 
board covers bound in maroon leather-grained fabrikoid—metal back hinges and 


locking device. Binder size—10%4, x 1534. 


Sheet size—10 x 15. Price—up to 300 


members, $10; up to 600 members, $12; up to 900 members, $14. 
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THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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able low cost apparatus we can recommend. 


MORRISON RECORDING LABORATORIES 
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Standard Church 
Records 


Keep an accurate account of church finances, 
Membership and Communion Records. 
Write for Samples. 
CHURCH SYSTEMS CO. 
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F. H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 10 
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tendance were Commander Henry P. 
Lowenstein and President Tyson of the 
college.. The pastor, William C. Schaef- 
fer, D.D., was in Lebanon addressing a 
combined service of Lutheran churches 
of that city. 


The Hon. James F,. Henninger of 
Allentown was re-elected Judge of the 
Courts of Lehigh County. Judge Hen- 
ninger is a member of St. John’s 
Church. 


Anniversary Services 


Special services November 3 and 7 
marked the fifty-fifth anniversary of 
St. Luke’s Church, Allentown, William 
L. Katz, D.D., pastor. The service No- 
vember. 3 climaxed a program of debt 
reduction in progress since 1935, when 


the congregation faced a deficit of 
$14,600. The Rev. Harvey C. Snyder, 
president of the conference, delivered 
the anniversary sermon at the morning 
service November 7. Special emphasis 
was placed upon the educational and 
auxiliary work of the church at Vespers 
with the Rev. Luther K. Mohr preach~- 
ing the sermon. 


The first semester of the Lutheran 
Leadership School at Allentown and 
Vicinity held in Christ Church every 
Tuesday evening closed October 19 
with the awarding of seventy credit 
cards. The second semester was held 
October 26-December 7. 


The ninety-fifth anniversary of St. 
Thomas Church, Altonah, Bethlehem, 
was held with special services October 
24 and 27. The congregation announces 
the last $1,200 of its outstanding in- 
debtedness paid. Participating in the 
service were the Rev. Paul C. Empie, 
the Rev. Corson C. Snyder, and Prof. 
Truman Koehler of Muhlenberg Col- 
lege, who is a member of the congrega- 
tion. Gomer C. Rees, D.D., is the sup- 
ply pastor. 


Campaign plans to raise an additional 
$10,000 for the proposed parish house 
of St. Michael’s Church, Allentown, 
were discussed at a meeting of the 
committee October 28., Chairman Pres- 
ton W. Smith outlined plans that are 
expected to succeed in reaching the 
goal for the second consecutive year. 


Weekday church schools have opened 
in Allentown on released public school 
time Tuesday and Wednesday begin- 
ning at 2.30 o’clock. Lutheran churches 
taking advantage of the released time 
are: St. John’s, William C. Schaeffer, 
D.D., pastor; St. Joseph, the Rev. Ed- 
ward G. Schmikel pastor; St. Michael, 
Conrad Wilker, D.D., pastor; St. Luke, 
William L. Katz, D.D., pastor; St. Paul, 
George A. Greiss, D.D., pastor; St. 
Peter, the Rev. W. C. Heinly pastor. 


Eastern Ohio 
Highlights 


By GEORGE D. KEISTER 


THROUGH the co-operation of Hamma 
Divinity School of Springfield, Ohio, 
the church people of this section had 
the opportunity of hearing the Rev. 
Stewart Herman, Jr., when he spoke 
at St. Luke’s Church, Youngstown, the 
Rev. M. A. Stull pastor, October 27. 
The interest in this message of one 
who through his travels, study and ob- 
servation knows much about the church 
and the people in central Europe was 
evidenced by the eager listeners who 
crowded the church. There were peo- 
ple in attendance from many different 
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denominations. His message strength- 
ened our hope in the security of the 
church even under tyrannical rule, and 
the effectiveness of the Gospel of Christ. 


~ Reformation Festival 


The annual Union Reformation Fes- 
tival Service for the churches of the 
Mahoning Valley was held October 31 
at Stambaugh Auditorium, Youngs- 
town. The speaker was Clemens M. 
Granskou, D.D., president of St. Olaf, 
College, Northfield, Minn. The liturgist 
was the Rev. William F. Schmidt, pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s Church (A. L. C.), of 
Youngstown. The lector was the Rev. 
T. P. Laughner, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church (U. L. C.), Leetonia. The music 
and choir of 100 children’s voices was 
in charge of the Rev. and Mrs. Paul A. 
Adams, pastor of Woodland Avenue 
(A. L. C.) Church, Youngstown. The 
offering was directed to the Lutheran 
Service Center of Youngstown and Lu- 
theran World Action, as the expenses 
of the meeting were met by the gifts of 
the churches of the Lutheran Federa- 
tion. 


The Every Member Visitation is an 
important item of business right now 
for every congregation. Some congre- 
gations already have paid their appor- 
tioned benevolence in full for 1943. The 
Synod of Ohio looks forward to a 100 
per cent paid-up benevolence. May be 
this will be the year. 


Dr. Wade Retires 


(Continued from page 2) 


crated leadership, born out of excel- 
lent training and long practical ex- 
perience in pastorates in the Mary- 
land Synod. He began his career, after 
being graduated from Gettysburg The- 
ological Seminary, in 1905, serving the 
pastorate in Westernport, Md., Lion- 
ville, Pa, and Washington, D. C., 
whence he came to Holy Comforter 
Church, Baltimore. It was while in 
Baltimore that he was singularly hon- 
ored by being elected to the presidency 
of the Synod of Maryland, in which ca- 
pacity he served with distinction for 
three years. In 1926 he was elected to 
the Board of Deaconess Work, serving 
eleven years as member of the Board 
and nine of these as president. 

In 1937 he was elected to full-time 
service as executive secretary of the 
Board, relinquishing his long and fruit- 
ful pastorate at Holy Comforter Church. 
In the person of Dr. Wade the Dea- 
coness Board has had a servant of fine 
personality and rare administrative 
ability. He most ably championed and 
furthered the cause of the diaconate 
and helped to lay sure foundations for 
the further advance of the diaconate in 
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our beloved Church. In season and out 
of season he was ever ready to present 
the cause of “serving love.” It was also 
under his administration that through 
wise and economical planning, aided by 
a devoted Directing Sister and a most 
efficient treasurer, there was brought 
about the liquidation of the $12,000 debt 
which had been accumulating through 
the years. 

Dr. Wade leaves the labors of his 
love with unabated interest and devo- 
tion to the cause of the Lutheran Dia- 
conate. We shall miss his immediate 


and friendly counsels as we seek to 
carry on the work. We will treasure 
the fine relationship, the friendly 
warmth and sympathy in all his deal- 
ings through the years in which he was 
connected with the Board. While with- 
drawing from his present position with 
most kindly feelings to all connected 
with the work and carrying the highest 
regards of all, Dr. Wade is not retiring 
from the active ministry, but will move 
into his own home at Lovettsville, Va., 
from which place he is arranging for 
active service in the Church. 
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The gift that keeps fresh in the mind of the lucky 
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Special 30 Day Offer 
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TO CANADA, $1.50. FOREIGN COUNTRIES, $2.00. 
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THE FAMOUS FOSTER BOOKS 


By CHARLES FOSTER ° 


They Have Enlightened the Youth 
With Bible Truths During Three 
Generations of Christian Families 


Foster’s Story of the Bible 


From Genesis to Revelation 


Told in simple language. Adapted to all 
ages, but especially to the young. The best 
easy reading version of the whole Bible, 
with beautiful pictures. It adheres closely 
to the Scriptures. Fine cloth binding, beau- 
tiful cover. 


Price $2.00 


Bible Pictures 


AND WHAT THEY TEACH US 
By Charles Foster 
_A complete gallery of sacred art. 400 
beautiful illustrations. A complete pictorial 
history of the Bible. Cloth binding, beau- 
tiful cover. 


Price 


First Steps 
FOR LITTLE FEET 


In Gospel Paths 
By Charles Foster 
First lessons in the Bible printed in 
short, easy words, “First Steps’ is the 
mother’s favorite. It delights little hearers 
with the beautiful Bible story. 140 illus- 
trations. 


Price $ 1 .00 


Story of the Gospel 
By Charles Foster 


The New Testament Story in children’s 
words—150 pictures illustrating. The 
events of the Gospels are told in their 
proper order, making one full, complete 


Cloth, beautiful cover. 
Price 


Child’s Bible in Bible Words 
By Nina Kayser 
88 page illustrations 

Tells the story of the Gospels in the 
words of the Bible, in connected form, 
omitting those portions which a child 
would not understand. 

There is need for such a Bible for the 
use of younger children, also as a teach- 
ers’ and mothers’ hand-book of religious 
instruction. It is suitable for primary 
teachers and mothers of young children. 
Excellent for gifts. 

Illustrated. Size, 744 x 51% inches. Deco- 
rated Art Cloth Binding. 

Price 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
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lf You're Going to 
the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS. 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A PrRIvATE REVIEWING SERVICE. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Bambi, Hit the Ice, The 
Human Comedy, In Which We Serve, My 
Friend Flicka, Report from the Aleutians, 
Saludos Amigos, Spitfire, This Is the Army, 
Thousands Cheer. 

For Mature Audience: Action in the 
North Atlantic, Claudia, The Constant 
Nymph, Desert Victory, Holy Matrimony, 
Mission to Moscow, The Ox-Bow Incident, 
Random Harvest, Shadow of a Doubt, This 
Land Is Mine, Watch on the Rhine, The 
Young Mr. Pitt. 


NEW PICTURES 


Above Suspicion (MGM). Joan Craw- 
ford, Fred MacMurray, Conrad Veidt. 
Melodrama. Couple honeymooning in Ger- 
many in 1939 meet adventure as they un- 
dertake mysterious mission for British in- 
telligence agent. Sophisticated touches and 
effective musical background enliven sus- 
penseful tale that holds up well until too- 
crowded, incredible finish. Exciting melo- 
drama. M. 


Airways to Peace (The March of Time). 
Documentary. Work of air transport com- 


Carillon Dedicated 
Run, Md. 


In ONE of the last services of its kind 
for the duration of the war, the congre- 
gation of St. Mary’s Church, Silver Run, 


at Silver 


and interesting story of the Life of Christ, ‘Md., the Rev. Frederick R. Seibel pas- 


tor, dedicated a set of carillonic bells 
and a complete sound system Reforma- 
tion Sunday afternoon, October 31. 
Herbert C. Alleman, D.D., LL.D., emer- 
itus-professor of Hebrew and Old Tes- 
tament Theology at Gettysburg Semi- 
nary, spoke on, “What Do the Bells 
Say?” to an audience crowding the 
rooms of the building. 

This set of bells and the sound sys- 
tem, manufactured by Schulmerich 
Electronics, Inc., of Glenside and Sel- 
lersville, Pa., was the last contracted 
for before the manufacturer’s stock was 
frozen and the factory completely con- 
verted to the preparation of equipment 
for naval air training stations. 

The twenty-five carillonic bells, 
which are identical with those installed 
by the same company in the recently 
erected chapel at the Theological Semi- 
nary at Gettysburg, are played from a 
keyboard located at the organ console 
and may be amplified from the church 


Title over-optimistic, 


mand carrying supplies to far-flung posts. 
since all activity 
shown has to do with present war. Dra- 
matic, informative. M, Y, C. 


The Chance of a Lifetime (Col.). Chester 
Morris. Melodrama. Reformed crook, sus- 
pected of murder, jeopardizes parole plan 
he has sponsored; rounds up real culprit 
to confusion of police. An indifferent ad- 
dition to the “Boston Blackie” series, with 
police as usual the butt of jokes. M. 


Frontier Badmen (Univ.). D. Barrymore, 
Noah Beery, Jr., Anne Gwynne, Robert 
Paige. Melodrama. Strife between cattle- 
men from Texas and crooked middlemen 
who try to fleece them at end of trail in 
Abilene, Kan. Done with more care than 
average western, with spectacular scenes 
of stampeding cattle. Not too convincing, 
but exciting for western fans. M, Y. 


Old Acquaintance (War.). Bette Davis, - ; 


Miriam Hopkins, John Loder, Gig Young. 
Drama. ‘Crises in friendship of two women 
novelists—one frivolous, the other serious 
—through eventful lives to final depend- 
ence on each other in middle age. Char- 
acter studies'skillfully set forth in mature 
film, in which keynote is sometimes com- 
edy, sometimes moving drama. Consider- 
able casual drinking. M. 


So This Is Washington! (RKO). “Lum 
and Abner,” Alan Mowbray. Comedy. The 
well-known radio comedians conquer 
Washington by their rural wisdom. Self- 
conscious, amateurish, this will entertain 
those who enjoy the homespun antics of 
the two comedians. M, Y, C. 


“I” means “may appeal to mature audience” 
“Y” means “may appeal to youth” 
“C” means “may appeal to children” 


tower or used with the organ as cathe- 
dral chimes. This portion of the in- 
stallation was dedicated in memory of 
the charter members of the congrega- 
tion, who, together with their neighbors 
of the Reformed Faith, organized the 
first congregation in the community 
May 31, 1762, and erected a church. 

By means of three microphones lo- 
cated in the chancel and a movable one 
to be used in either the main church 
school room or parish house, all types 
of meetings may be amplified and re- 


layed to all rooms of both buildings. 


Hearing aids installed in certain pews 
make it possible for the hard-of-hear- 
ing to enjoy all portions of the worship 


services. A feature of the sound system . 


installation is the automatic player reg- 
ulated by a time clock whereby a dif- 
ferent hymn tune of bell music may 
be broadcast automatically from the 
church tower each evening as an ange- 
lus. This sound system was dedicated 


in honor of the young people from the 


congregation and church school who 
are now serving, or who may be called 
upon to serve, in the armed forces. 
The memorial plaque was unveiled 
by Mrs. H. Lee Haifley, Sr., four of 
whose sons are now serving in the 
U. S. Army. F. R. Seren. 
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Reformation Rally 


A Reformation Rally of the Inter- 
Synodical Lutheran Brotherhoods of 
Omaha was held at the Church of Our 
Redeemer, Thursday evening, October 
28, the Rev. G. Gieschen pastor. Broth- 
erhoods from Augustana, American, 
Danish, Norwegian and United Lu- 
theran churches were very well repre- 
sented. : 

Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, president of 
Midland College and Western The- 
ological Seminary at Fremont, Ne- 
braska, was the guest speaker. Those 
officiating on the program were the 
Rev. C. G. Lygre, the Rev. H. J. Goede, 
Messrs. William F. Kedde, V. B. Elsef- 
fer and Bernard Morman. 


OBITUARY 
Mrs. John J. Hill 


Annie M. Hill, aged seventy-eight years, 
widow of the late Rev. Dr. John J. Hill, died 
at Gettysburg, Pa. She had been in failing 
health for a year and was bedfast for three 
weeks. 

Mrs. Hill was a native of Gettysburg, a 
daughter of the late Thomas A. and Lydia 
(Strickhouser) Warren. She married Mr. Hill 
on December 2, 1891, and with him served the 
churches at Canal Dover, Ohio; Springfield, 
Ohio; Roaring Springs, Littlestown and Mill- 
vale, Pa., where he was pastor. 

Dr. Hill retired from the active ministry 
fifteen years ago and he and Mrs. Hill made 
their home in Gettysburg. Dr. Hill died May 9, 
1931. They had one child, Warren J. Hill, who 
was born in Springfield and died in infancy. 

Mrs. Hill was a member of Christ Church, 
Gettysburg, and was active in the work of the 
congregation and of church organizations. She 
' was also active in the work of the Adams 
County Home. 

Surviving are a sister, Mrs. Susan B. Ketner, 
and a brother, Thaddeus S. Warren; both of 
Pagal tt 2 The funeral was held at her home. 
Dr. D. F. Putman, Dr. A. R. Wentz, Dr. John 
Aberly and Dr. H. C. Alleman officiated. Inter- 
ment took place in Evergreen Cemetery, Gettys- 
burg. Dik? P; 


A TRIBUTE 
Dr. Eugene L. Horger 


A beautiful life has ended, but its kindly, 
gentle and benign influence will live on through 
the years to brighten and sweeten the lives of 
others. The state of South Carolina, the State 
Hospital, city, Civic Club, church, friends, wife 
and son—all mourn the passing of Dr. Eugene 
L. Horger. 

God loaned him to us for a brief span of 
time; we could have wished that his life of 
usefulness had been ours for a longer time; but 
change and decay leave their impress on every- 
thing we see. However, we bow in submission 
to the will of our heavenly Father, who “‘doeth 
all things well.” 

Dr. Horger died October 15, 1943, a com- 
paratively young man. Physician, pathologist, 
thee oh 3 assistant superintendent of the 

tate Hospital—it is given to few men to 
achieve such outstanding eminence in different 
spheres of service in such a limited time. But 
here was a man who had spent his life in hard 
work, serious study and diligent devotion to 
duty. Dr. Horger was a substantial, active and 
devout member of Ebenezer Lutheran Church, 
Columbia, S. C. 

Conscientiously applying himself to every 
duty demanding his attention, he gave up his 
life sacrificially for the good of others. Here is 
a distinct challenge to those who are ambitious 
to apply their energies to a life worth while. 

We shall surely miss you, Dr. Horger: in the 
Hospital, on the street, in the church, in Civic 
Club, as an alienist, as a trusted friend, as a 
wife, as a son. Your kindly smile and gentle 
manner will linger with us to cheer and 
go aiss our pilgrimage’ here on earth. 

It has given me pleasure to write this sincere 
but imperfect tribute to a departed friend. 

-: E eeeae with the words of the immortal 
ard: 


“His life was gentle; and the elements 
So mixed in him that nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, ‘This was a man.’” 
Augustus W. Fogle. 
Columbia, S. C. 
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We don’t mean snobbishly, but as one rightfully proud 


of the distinction there is in being a strong Christian. 


Followers of Christ grow strong through frequent con- 
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' tact with God. Let these Devotional Manuals help you “set 


yourself apart”? for a time each day with the eternal source 


of strength. 


LIGHT FOR TODAY 
A Monthly for Daily Devotional Use 


A page-length devotion for every day 
of the month is contained in each issue. 
The devotions include a suggested scrip- 
ture reading, a simple Spiritual medita- 
tion and a brief prayer. The Church year 
is taken into account. Attractively bound. 
Size, 3%4 x 6 inches. Subscription rate, 
40 cents a year in advance; 10 or more 
copies to one address at 30 cents a year. 
Monthly rates on request. 


WALK WITH ME 
A Quarterly for Daily Devotional Use Sf 


7m 


Daily devotions made up in quarterly é. 

form with a Bible verse, Scripture read- 
ing, short prayer and a brief meditation 
for each day. Based on the Daily Bible 
Readings of the International Uniform 
Lesson Series with special prayers relating 
to these texts. In each instance popular 
meditations are given on the readings. 
The Calendar Year is followed. Special 
Cover, 3 x 534 inches. Subscription rates, 
20 cents a year in advance; 10-49 copies 
to one address at 18 cents; 50-99 copies 
to one address at 15 cents; 100 or more 
copies to one address at 12 cents. Quan- 
tities, $3 a hundred. Postage extra. 


Samples on Request 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago Pittsburgh - Columbia’ 
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A COMPEND OF LUTHER'S 


THEOLOGY 


Edited by Hugh T. Kerr, Jr. 


Luther still speaks to our 
generation 


“Luther needs an editor... Dr. 
Kerr has performed this impor- 
tant function with admirable skill, 
and teachers and students every- 
where will be grateful to him for 
it... One can only wholeheart- 
edly commend the enterprise” 
that results in “books like this.” 
—Edwin Lewis. $2.00 


THE CLUE TO PASCAL 


by Emile Cailliet 


Religious Books to Carry the Christmas Message 


THE DIVINE -HUMAN 


ENCOUNTER 


by Emil Brunner 
A Religious Book Club Selection 


“The greatest theologian of our 
generation has made his greatest 
declaration. He shows the havoc 
brought about by sheer Greek 
philosophy and tradition—almost 
he reconciles Calvin and Luther! 
Certainly a ‘must’ book for the 
preacher.”—Daniel A. Poling. 

$2.50 


Nt “HUMAN 


ENOWY 


UNTER 


CHOOSE YE THIS DAY 


by Eimer G. Homrighausen 


ELMER & ain 


“A stirring appeal for 


evan- 


“Professor Cailliet has found 
the key to the enigma of Pascal’s 
life and thought in the Scriptures; 
and he has studied the Scriptures 
with and through Pascal, yet 
independently also... There is no 
better introduction to Pascal than 
this excellent little book.” — H. 
Richard Niebuhr. $2.00 


- Choose se 
i. this 


day... 


gelism in Christian teaching and 
preaching ...It is a good book... 
because its timeliness is made evi- 
dent by the critical situation of 
our age which the author depicts 
intrepidly ... also because it cau- 
tiously discerns between ‘evan- 
gelism’ and ‘revivalism’,”—Walter 
Lowrie. $1.50 


CHANGING EMPHASES 


FIVE MINUTES A DAY 
IN AMERICAN PREACHING | 


A Book of Dail Personal 


by Ernest Trice Thompson 


“Studies of five great American 
preachers — Bushnell, 
Moody, Gladden, and Rauschen- 
busch—who lived in a momentous 


hour and delivered to that hour’ 


a momentous message .. . This is 
a ‘must’ book for the man who is 
determined to preach with cogent 
power in this day.”— James W. 
Clarke. 


At Your Denominational 


Bookstore, or 


Beecher, _ 


Devotions 
Compiled by Robert E. Speer 


“An increasing number of pas- 
tors are inquiring about materials 
that are suitable both for Churches 
to send their servicemen this 
Christmas as well as for com- 
mendation to their resident con- 
gregations. Here is the book, ad- 
mirably adapted in every way!” 
—John H. Gardner. $1.00 
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